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PREFACE. 


The  following  address  was  i)rei)ai-ed  at  the  reciuest  of  tlie  Coin- 
mittee  of  Arrangeiiients  for  the  ('elel)ration  of  the  one  hiuidred  and 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Lyn(h^])or()iigh.  with  the 
understanding  tliat  all  historical  material  of  vahie  ohtaiiied  sliould 
he  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  of  the  i)ro})osed  town  history. 
As  this  history  has  heen  unexpectedly  delayed,  the  friends  of  the 
writer  have  asked  to  have  the  address  j)i'iiited.  'I'his  is  doni'  with 
the  hope  that  it  will  aid  the  historian  in  his  further  search  foi'  facts 
and  incidents  in  the  early  history  of  the  town.  'Die  addnss  is 
necessarily  incomplete,  and  doul)tless  lias  many  statement >  that 
further  examination  will  correct  or  deny.  Such  j)reliininary  work 
is  always  attended  with  serious  ditliculties.  It  was  not  ilesigm-d  to 
cover  an  outline  of  the  town  to  the  present  time,  hut  to  give  some 
glimpses  of  the  early  history  that  woidd  o})en  the  way  for  a  more 
thorough  investigation,  lly  re({uest  of  the  Connnittee  of  Arrange- 
ments, the  war  record  was  assigned  t(»  other  and  more  competent 
hands. 

If,  hy  this  puhlication,  the  connnittee  of  the  town  history  are 
encouraged  and  helped  in  securing  a  more  accurate  and  extendeil 
hasis  for  further  research,  and  especially  in  obtaining  the  register 
of  the  earliest  families  in  town,  the  author  will  feel  anii»ly  rewarded 
for  the  time  and  effort  exi)enth'd  in  the  i)re))aration  ot  the  address. 

F.  (i.  C. 

Plymouth,  N.  H.,  August  1,  ISlU. 


HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 


To  gather  up  tlie  tlireads  of  a  town's  history  extcndiug 
over  one  liiuulred  and  lifly  3'oai's,  and  to  wc/aw.  them  into 
an  address  at  once  concise,  accniatc,  and  interesting,  is  a 
task  which  only  tliose  can  ai)i)reciate  who  liaw  had  a  like 
experience.  In  his  dilennna,  yinir  historian  tnrncd  to  hooks 
for  aid,  and  in  the  lirst  history  of  New  Hani[)sliire  he  opened 
he  found  that  Lyndehorongh  derived  its  name  from  thi; 
abundant  Linden  trees  in  town.  Feeling  that  a  hook  with 
such  a  statement  was  hardly  a  safe  gnitk'  in  historical  le- 
search,  he  opened  aiiother  history  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
read  that  Lyndehorongh  was  a  small  village  '"hut  pleasantly 
located  on  the  banks  of  the  ris(;ata(pH)g  river."  lie 
thought  he  could  rely  upon  tlu^  reeoid  of  deeds  to  show 
him  Avlien  the  earliest  families  in  low  n  settled,  and  he 
searched  diligently  those  at  Hoston.  ('and)iidge,  Salem. 
Exeter,  and  Nashua,  but  all  in  vain,  lie  supposed  that  hi' 
could  depend  u})()n  the  town  records  to  help  him  locate  the 
■first  roads,  and  found  this  deserijitiou  of  the  lirst  laid  ont 
after  the  incorporation  of  the  tow  n  in  17<i4,  w  lTu-h  is  very 
delinite  in  statement, — if  one  was  lamiliar  w  ith  the  location  : 

A  road  laid  out  two  rods  wide,  l»(';,Mnnin<;-  at  the  t  iid  of  :\iiilu'ist 
road  whicli  is  laid  out  aloiij;-  hy  Jaiiies  liotitwi-H's  lions*',  at  AndierNt 
west  line  and  from  thence  as  tlu;  road  is  now  troth  or  lU'ai-  it,  to  tln» 
north  east  corner  of  Wni.  Carson  .Jun..  land  and  tlicn  wlu-rr  the  I'oad 
Avas  allowed  at  the  north  side  of  his  land  ami  Adam  Johnson's  hmd 
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to  the  south  east  of  John  Hutchinson  land  and  so  on  to  tlie  foot-path 
tliat  goeth  from  A(Uun  Johnson's  house  to  John  Hutchinson's,  and 
by  that  or  near  it  to  said  Hutchinson's  house  and  by  tlie  south  si(U* 
of  his  house  and  (h)wn  the  hill  westerly  to  the  road  as  it  is  now  trod 
and  by  that,  or  near  it,  to  where  the  way  turns  out  to  go  across  by 
Wainwi'ight's  brook  little  meadow  so  called  and  near  that  as  tlie 
way  is  marked  out  to  the  east  line  of  Mr.  Rand's  lot  and  across 
the  south  side  of  Mr.  Hand's  lot  and  through  tin;  soutli  east  corner 
of  Mr.  Rand's  pasture  to  the  way  that  goes  from  the  meeting  liouse 
to  Benjamin  Cram's  house  and  so  by  tliat  or  near  it  to  lienjamin 
Cram's  house  and  then  as  the  way  is  now  trod  by  Melchi/edek 
Boffee's  house  and  to  the  noi-th  line  of  said  Hotiee's  lot. 

These  hints  eoiiceriiing  tlie  (liriiciiUy  in  securing-  accurate 
information  about  the  early  histi^ry  are  given  that  you  may 
have  some  charity  for  the  historian,  if  he  does  not  tell  } on 
all  you  want  to  know  about  the  town. 

We  meet  to-day  to  celebrate  the  one  liundred  and  iifticlli 
anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Lyn(h;b()rougli,  tliongli  the 
tow^n  was  incorporated  only  one  hundred  and  twenty-live 
3^ears  ago.  l>ut  as  the  age  of  a  child  is  reckoned  from  its 
birth  and  not  from  the  time  it  is  named  or  bap(ize(l,  so  the 
years  in  which  this  town  was  known  as  Saleui  Canada  aie 
as  much  the  history  of  Lyndeborough  as  the  year 

It  is  true  that  her  beauty  has  been  marred,  'i'ime  has 
dealt  severely  with  her  form.  Ambitions  sehemers  have 
robbed  her  of  much  of  her  fair  domain,  but  she  has  ndained 
her  vitality  and  identity  as  truly  ;is  the  war  veteran  who 
leaves  an  arm  or  a  leg  on  the  hattle-lield. 

Lyndeborough  was  born  in  1785,  when  the  charter  was 
granted;  aiul  though  she  suffered  in  ihildhood  luilil  the 
question  of  her  parentage  was  settled,  yet  she  survived  the 
ordeal,  ])roved  the  legality  of  her  biidi,  aud  has  nuidc  a 
record  of  which  her  paretds  may  well  be  pixunl. 

Although  the  history  of  Lyndeborough  began  Jum-  I'd, 
1735,  when  the  grant  was  made,  yet  we  need  a  glanee  at 
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the  earlier  events  of  New  Enolaiid  in  order  tu  undcistaiHl 
why  the  town  was  granted,  and  w  hy  its  settlement  was  so 
slow  and  dihicnlt. 

When  England  and  Franee  were  at  war  near  the  close  ot" 
the  seventeenth  eentur}-,  the  French,  having  possession  (.1' 
Canada,  brought  terror  to  the  eohinies  ol"  New  ICngland 
by  using  the  Indians  as  their  allies.  The  Massac-husetis 
colony,  thinking  to  i)roteet  itself  and  at  the  sauK;  time 
secure  large  booty,  cond)ined  with  Connecticut  and  New 
York,  and  organized  an  expedition  in  lODO  with  the  expec- 
tation of  cai)turing  Montreal  and  (^)uel)ec;  and  so  gaining 
[)ossession  of  Canada.  A  large  torce  marched  fi'om  northern 
New  York,  and  a  well  furnished  fleet  sailed  fiom  IJuston, 
but,  the  two  arms  of  st;rvice  hiding  to  eo(i[jerate,  the  expe- 
tlition  was  an  utter  huluie,  and  the  expense  of  the  iK-cl, 
hfty  thousand  pounds,  cri|)pled  tiie  Ahissachnset ts  ct.lony 
for  many  years.  They  had  no  money  w  ilh  w  hich  to  pay 
the  soldiers,  and  so  they  resorted  to  the  [)eriloiis  method  of 
issuing  bills  of  credit,  or  paper  mone\',  which  very  soon 
depreciated  in  value,  and  brought  untold  miseiy  upon  the 
people.  It  opened  the  way  for  a  i-urrency  of  varying  value, 
making  it  very  diflicult  to  secui'c  a  reliable  standaid  of  ex- 
cliange.  The  first  issue  of  l)ills  was  called  old  tenor;  the 
second,  middle  tenor;  and  the  third,  new  lentir;  and  all  soon 
became  de[)reciated  in  value,  the  old  tenor  more  than  the 
otiiers.  Finally  the  mother  country  took  pity  on  iier  cohuiy, 
and  sent  over  seventeen  cai't-loads  ofsiUerand  ten  truc  k- 
loads  of  coi)per,  in  1741),  to  establish  specie  })aynjents;  and 
one  Spanish  dollar  was  given  h)r  forty-live  shillings  of  paper. 
This  was  c;alled  law  ful  money,  w  hile  the  specie  was  called 
sterling — making  live  kinds  of  moui'V.  All  llii(>ui;h  the 
earlier  history  of  the  town  these  different  e-urrem-ics  are 
mentioned.  Sometimes  the  bills  of  credit  were  called  jircM-- 
lamation  money,  but  usually  old  tcn<u-  or  lawful  money. 

Forty  years  after  the  war  of  l<i!M),  when  the  cohMiy  had 
recovered  somewhat  from  it^  ci  ip[ilcd  condition,  the  soldiers 
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or  their  heirs  began  to  ask  for  soinetliiiig  move  suhslaiit iiil 
than  the  paper  that  had  been  given  them,  and  the  colony, 
richer  in  hinds  than  in  anything  else,  granted  a  townshijj 
to  such  compiinies  as  asked  for  tliem.  Most  of  these  places 
took  the  name  of  Canada  together  witli  that  of  the  town 
from  Avhich  the  men  went  to  war.  The  grant  to  the  l{(»\v- 
ley  men  was  called  Rowley  C\inada,  afterwards  Kindgv. 
So  tliere  was  Ipsw^ich  Canada,  Saleiu  ('anada,  and  many 
others. 

June  19,  1735,  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  made 
to  Captain  Samuel  King  and  lifty-innc  others  the  grant  of 
a  townsliip  of  tlje  contents  of  six  miles  scpiare.  continning 
23,090  acres  of  land  and  1,018  acres  allowed  h)r  water.  'J'hc 
town  was  hiid  out  west  of  NarraganscU  Nund)cr  3,  or 
Amherst,  in  May,  173(j.  in  the  house  of  rej)resental ives, 
June  1,  1736,  the  phit  was  accepted,  and  llie  land  conlirnuMl 
to  the  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns  h)rever,  j )iovidi-d 
the  i)lat  is  no  more  than  '24,(ir)(S  acres,  and  dtn-s  muI  inicr- 
fere  Avith  any  other  gi-ant,  the  land  lying  wesi  of  Narragaii- 
sett  Number  3,  and  on  the  north  of  Sonhegan  river."  A 
notice  was  given,  dated  '^l^oston,  July  8,  1731)," 

To  all  persons  claiming-  an  interest  in  the  grant  of  a  townsliij) 
made  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  Sanniel  King  and  otln  rs 
who  were,  or  are  descendants  from  such  as  wert;,  in  llu-  rxjjrdition 
to  Canada  anno  1()9U.  lliat  the  said  townsliip  is  laid  out  and  tin' 
committee  purpose  to  meet  at  the  house  of  l^ralt  at  SaK  ni  on 

Wednesday  the  first  day  of  Sei)tend)er  next  at  ti  n  o\lo(  1;  hi  ton' 
noon  to  admit  persons  according  to  the  grant  and  take  liond  for 
their  fulfilling  the  conditions. 

But  few  of  the  persons  entitled  lo  land  cared  to  occupy 
it,  and,  as  soon  as  the  grant  was  made,  land  spei-ulalors 
l)egan  to  buy  U])  the  rights,  so  that  at  the  lirsi  meeting  noti- 
iied  above,  h)rty-seven  men  represented  (he  original  si\t)' 
rights. 

December  17,  173b,  the   general   ennrt  ordeied   Daidi  l 
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Epes  to  call  the  first  meeting  of  the  [)roi)]iet(Ji's,  ami  in 
Jaiuiaiy  he  issued  tlie  foUuwiiig  notice  : 

These  are  to  notify  the  Proprietors  or  grantees  achnitted  into 
the  grant  made  tlie  inlial)itants  of  Sah-ni,  lMarl)h*liC'ad  iScv.  in  June 
1735  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  Sanuiel  King  and  others  who  w  i-re 
in  the  Canada  expedition,  that  they  assemhk^  togethei'  at  the  lioiise 
of  Mrs.  INIargaret  Pratt,  Innliohler,  in  Salem  on  Thursday  the  third 
of  Feh.  next  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  To  choose  a  nuxhuator,  Pro- 
prietor's clerk  &c  and  to  pass  such  votes  and  orders  as  may  he  agree- 
ahle  to  the  hringing  forward  the  settlement  of  the  township  and  to 
agree  upon  methods  how  to  call  future  Proprietors'  meetings  and 
also  to  admit  the  grantees  to  a  draft  of  their  home  lots  and  that 
every  grantee  pay  in  his  proportion  of  money  for  laying  out  said  lots 
hefore  he  draw  the  same. 

[Signed]  1).\nii:l  Ki'ks 

6 

Salem  Jan  20  1737 

At  the  meeting  held  in  accordanci'  with  this  notice  l-'ch- 
I'uary  3, 1737,  Daniel  Ki)es  was  chosen  nioderaior.  nen  jamin 
Ijynde,  Jr.,  treasurer,  and  Daniel  J'.pes,  Jr.,  clerk.  I'.ach 
proprietoi",  after  t^^'ving  into  the  treasury  hnir  pounds,  drew 
a  home  lot  of  sixty  acres,  and  then  drew  two  h)ts  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  each,  on  paying  I'onr  pounds  nioix! 
to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  sni-veying  an<l  niai-king 
the  lots.^  'Jdiere  were  one  hundred  and  t w  cnty-scvcn  second 
division  lots,  two  to  each  of  the  propi  ii'l(»is.  (wo  for  the 
first  nunistcr,  two  for  the  support  ol'  the  ministry,  two  for 
schools,  and  one  for  a  mill  lot.  Only  a  few  ot  the  j.ropri- 
etors,  or  stockholders,  settled  in  Sahwn  ('ana(hi,  hni  the\ 
were  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  (he  town,  and  voted 
money  freely  for  a  meetingdionse,  snpport  of  j. reaching,  and 
building  of  roads.  Some  of  (hem  w  ere  men  of  large  }>rop- 
erty,  who  owiied  riglds  in  other  towns  ah^^o.  These  men 
owned  all  the  land  in  tow  n,  divided  and  nndivide<l,  exeejd 

'This  seems  a  large  sum  to  pay  uut  lor  cxiu-u.-i's,  biil  It  wus  tlio  old  li-uor  m«>iuy  ur 
papor,  which  was  not  worth  a  third  ol  it-  nxa-  value. 
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that  just  mentioned  for  the  sui)i)(jrt  of  the  niinistiy  and 
schools.  They  sometimes  sohl  the  home  lot  or  a  sei-oiid 
division  lot,  and  retained  their  rii^ht  to  their  jiroportioii  of 
the  otlier  hind,  and  sometimes  sohl  out  their  whole  ri^lit  or 
chihn  in  town.  Some  of  tliem  hired  men  to  <^-o  on  and  im- 
prove their  h)ts,  and  [)ut  U[)  huihlings  and  on-iipy  ihi-ni. 
They  voted, — 

That  as  many  of  the  ])ropri(itors  as  have  or  shall  settle  their  rights 
by  the  first  day  of  Deceinl)er  1741  in  the  following  nianiiei-  vi/.  to 
build  a  liouse  of  six  feet  stud  and  eightei'ii  feet  s<juare  and  tini>h 
the  same  convenient  for  a  family  to  (hvell  in  and  have  one  or  more 
persons  settled  in  the  same  in  oi(h;r  to  continue  therein  and  to  dear 
six  acres  of  said  land  fit  for  mowing  or  })lowing,  that  each  proprie- 
tor or  pro})rietors  shall  ])e  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  ten  ])otiiids 
for  each  right  (so  settled)  to  be  jKiid  by  tiie  jjroprietoi  s. 

The  meetings  of  the  pro[)rietors  were  held  in  Sak-m  for 
nearly  fifty  years,  and  at  the  house  of  Margaret  Pratt,  inn- 
holder,  twent3^-eight  years.  Notices  were  poslud  in  Sah*m, 
Marblehead,  and  Woburn,  and  sonu'times  in  (  ludmslord. 
Oeeasionally  they  were  j>nblished  in  the  i)iibrn-  prints,  the 
Even'tny  Post  and  (ireen  and  Uussell's  papers  being  nu-n- 
tioned.  A  few  of  the  nieetings  wt-re  htdd  at  Dunstable, 
now^  Nashua,  ami  the  last  years  of  record  ihey  were  lu-ld  in 
Lyndeborougli.  The  proprietors  gradually  sidd  off  the 
undivided  land  and  their  rights  until  there  was  but  little 
common  land  left,  and  but  few  t(»  nvdka  a  claim  to  it.  They 
had  several  meetings  to  close  up  their  accounts,  one  alter 
another  taking  hind  from  the  comnu)ns  lor  his  share,  and 
other  land  being  sold  to  pay  cost  of  survey,  etc.  'J'he 
record  of  the  last  meeting  u  Inch  was  held  in  Lyndeborougli 
is  as  follows  : 

The  proprietors  met  according  to  adiournnu'nt,  l»eing  tlie  last 
Tuesday  in  August,  1803.  Present,  Amos  WInttemoro,  nu)derator, 
Sewall    Goodridge,    clerk,    Major    (lould,  and    Jacob  \N'ellman. 
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Whereas,  it  is  made  plain  to  the  i)r()piiet()i-.s  that  the  hiiul  in  coiii- 
111011  reiiuiiiiing  is  not  siifticieiit  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  i)n)j)iiety, 
therefore  voted  that  eacli  creditor  take  tlie  remaining  land  in  j)ro- 
portion  to  the  several  as  they  see  tit  hy  paying  other  claimants,  ttc, 
leaving  a  small  piece  of  common,  &c.  Voted  to  adjourn  this  meet- 
ing to  the  last  Tuesday  in  Septend)er  next  to  meet  at  this  ])hu'e  at 
nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

[Signed]  Skwaj.l  GooDiiuxiE 

CUrL: 

Thus  for  sixty-six/jeai's  ihc  proprietors  kept  their  or^imi- 
zatioii.  Tliougli  they  had  no  xoiee  in  the  affairs  of  the  toN\  n 
after  its  iiieor[)oration  in  17(i4,  N  et  they  were  interested  in 
its  pros[)erity  and  eontributed  money  for  its  ad vaneenient. 
Ill  the  first  years  (d"  their  assoeiation  lhe\'  made  viuoi'ims 
efforts  to  forward  the  settk'ment,  hnt  it  was  diflieiilt  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  new  enterprise  with  the  hase  t>f 
siipidies  and  of  power  fifty  miles  away,  and  an  almost  un- 
broken wilderness  between.  Ik'sides,  some  of  the  proprie- 
tors had  only  a  linaneial  interest  in  tlie  matter, — they  were 
simply  land  speculators, — so  w  lien  their  rights  were  h(.'a\  ily 
taxed  to  pay  for  im[)rovements,  they  negh'eted  to  pay  the 
assessments,  and  failed  to  attend  the  meetings  for  businos. 
The  proprietors  bad  the  power  to  sell  all  the  lots  on  w  liic  b 
the  taxes  were  un[)aid,  and  did  so  to  some  t-xtent  :  but  it 
was  a  debeate  matter,  and  they  hesitated  to  do  it,  and  in 
some  eases  allowed'  the  unpaid  taxes  to  aecumulate  b»r 
twenty  years  bebire  they  sold  the  land. 

The  most  prominent  and  eilieient  of  the  jjroprietors  was 
Benjamin  Lynde,  dr.,  Es(p,  who  N\as  interested  in  the 
enterprise  from  the  beginning,  and  who  bought  up  at  one 
time  and  anotlier  a  large  nund)er  of  the  original  rights.  As 
the  tow^n  was  named  for  bim,  bis  reeord  is  a  matter  of 
interest.  Ik'njamin  Lynde,  tin;  fatlnr  (d"  the  j.roprietor, 
was  a  prominent  man  in  Massaehusetts  eolony,  holding 
many  olbees  of  trust  and  honor.  Henjanuu  Lynde,  dr.,  was 
born  October  5,  17U0,  graduated   at  Harvard  college  in 
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1718,  and  married,  Novenil)er  1,  1731,  Mary,  daiij^liler  of 
Major  John  Bowles,  of  lioxl)ury,  a  deseeiidaiil  of  .John 
Elliot,  tlie  noted  missionary  to  the  Indians,    lli;  was  ap- 
})()inted  speeial  judge  of  the  eoui'L  of  eoiunion  pluas  fur 
Suffolk  cou]]ty,  and  in  17^)7  was  nanuid  one  of  tlu;  agcnls 
to  aeeom])any  the  eonunission  to  llaniplon  on  llir  sclth'- 
ment  of  the  boundary  line  hct  w  lh'Ii  New  I  lanipshirc  and 
Massacliusetts.    In  17811  lie  was  clioscn  standing  judge  of 
common  ])leas  of  Essex  county,  and  in  174r)  was  apixunlcd 
to  the  superior  bench  ol  the  provnice,  which  position  he 
held  for  twenty-seven  }'ears  ;  he  u  as  also  a  member  of  the 
council  for  tw^enty-eight  years.    He  presided  at  the  trial  of 
the  soldiers  who  tired  on  the  mol)  in  State  street,  Uoston, 
March  5,  1770.    'I'he  last  two  years  of  his  life  hi;  was  judge 
of  jjrobate,  and  died  October  5,  17H1.     His  ihiiighler  Lydia 
married,  September  30,  1707,  Kev.  William  Waller,  1).  J)., 
rector  of  Trinity   chureli,  lioston,   who  represented  tiie 
Lynde  estate  in  the  meetings  of  the  pro])rietors  lor  many 
years.    In  a  controversy  which  arose  between  the  pioprie- 
tors  of  the  town  ami  the  Masonian  proprietors,  to  whom 
reference  wiU  be  made  later,  Dr.  Waher  had  a  very  promi- 
nent part ;  and  a  k'tter  of  his  to  the  agent  ol  the  Masonian 
proprietors  is  well  worthy  of  ])reser\ at  ion  lor  its  vigorous 
Ji^nglish,  and  as  showing  the  diriieullies  in  those  isirly  (hi\s 
of  securing  accurate  surveys  of  lots.    'I'he  agent  ol  ihe 
Masonian  jjroprietors  conij)lained  that  the  lots  reser\iil  hn- 
them  fell  short  of  measure,  but  as  the  proprietors  ol  L\  iidi  - 
borouuh  suifered  in  the  same  wa\  in  reh  ii  nee  to  the  north 
line  on  Francestown,  in  w  Inch  the  Masonian  proprietors  had 
interest,  they  felt  that  one  discrepancy  would  i>ilsel  the 
other,  though  they  were  willing  (o  do  anything  in  reason. 
Dr.  Walter  sent  the  h.llowing  Idler,  dated  Oetober  -Jli, 
1703,  to  John  J'ierce,  Escp,  iderU  ol  the  Masonian  proj.rie- 
tors: 

Sik:    Your  letter  of  Sept.  17.  170.?.  \va>  received  l»y  tl»e  jjroprie- 
tors  of  Lymlehoroiigii  at  Uieir  late  iiitetiii«;  in  I)unstal)]('.    The  eon- 
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tents  thereof  were  fully  discussed,  and  I  was  direirtcd  to  coiminnii- 
cate  their  sentiments  upon  the  sul)jt'(  t. 

You  will  permit  me  to  call  to  your  rciiu  inhraiicc  the  conti  nts 
of  your  former  letter,  Sept.,  1792,  wliercin  you  declare  yourself 
fully  authorized  by  the  INIasonian  })roprietors  to  communicate  to  us 
the  extent  of  their  demands  against  the  pn)])riety  of  Lyn(U'l)oi<»', 
which  were  to  have  two  lots  laid  out  to  you  in  lieu  of  No.  one,  and 
two  cut  off  by  Carleton's  survey  laying"  over  Fletcher's, — and  to 
have  number  four  and  five  make  u])  what  deficiency  was  said  to  be 
in  them;  and  then,  in  behalf  of   the   Masonian  pr()j)rietors,  you 
declare  that,  these  conditions  l)ein^-  compHt d  witb,  you  wouhl  fon-ver 
quit  all  demands  upon  tlie  proprii-tois  ol"  I^y ndeboro',  altlioiiL;li  t'ln- 
ther  demands  might  be  made.     No  words  can  more  fully  express 
your  mind,  no  conditional  engag-ement  can  be  stronger  in  honor  or 
in  law.     AVithout  entering  into  the  mei'ils  of  the  dllVeicnt  sur\t  y>. 
or  contending  that  you  had  already  received  your  (pumlity  excej)l 
twenty-six  acres,  as  a])i)ears  l)y  Fletcher's  resurvey  of  the  nineteen 
lots,  and  Carleton  finding  s])ace  enougli  to  lay  oni  bi>  eight  lots. — 
without  entering,  I  say,  into  this  old  disjiute.  for  j»eace  sake  tbe 
proprietors  of  Lyndeboro'  innnediately  voted  to  comply  witb  y.iiir 
recpiest,  and  to  rectify  what  you  called  enois  in  Carh'ton's  sui  vi  n. 
by  which  more  than  three  hundred  aci-es  are,  in  elVi'ct,  given  to  the 
Masonian  proprietors  beyond  tbelr  stiict  due.    A  committee  at  ibe 
same  time  was  appointed  to  lay  out  tlu;  two  lots,  ami  survey  numbers 
four  and  five  to  make  uj)  the  deficiencies  in  them  if  any  there  were. 
The  committee  were  two  of  our  most  res])ectal»le  numbers, —  Ks<|. 
Rand  and  Col.  Putnam, — who  took  with  them  one  of  the  mo.->t 
respectable  surveyors  In  the  neighborhood,  .lobn  Shepherd,  Kscp 
They  went  over  the  connnons,  and  tinaliy  iixetl  on  that  part  of  ih.  ni 
which  lies  toward  Andierst,  and  laid  out  two  lots,  one  and  two,  in 
lieu  of  the  same  nundters  in  Carleton's  survey  said  to  bi'  cut  olV, 
and  a  regular  return  was  nuide  to  us  and  accepti-d  at  our  uu  eting. 
June,  1793;  and  an  ollicial  re))ort  to  yon  as  agent  of  the  Masonian 
ju-oprietors  was  ordered  to  be  made,  and  was  in  fact  made,  as 
appears  by  a  copy  of  tbe  letter  whii-b  -lauils  on  tlu'  recmds  of  the 
clerk  of  the  pro})riety. 

I  presume  therefore  it  nnist  have  esrapt-«l  your  recolbM-tion  when 
you  say  that  no  return  hi\>  been  made  of  tliis  survey  :  the  hind  ^o 
laid  out  is  now  declan-d  by  Col.  I'uiiKiin,  Major  (budtl,  .Mr. 
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Goodridge,  and  Esq.  Sheplieid  to  ]>e  iMjual  to  tlie  coiinnoiis  in  general. 
— well  wooded  and  laying  near  a  ^aw-mill ;  and  whatever  old  Mr. 
Rand  might  have  said  to  you  in  a  jockular  nuinner,  or  might  he 
said  by  others  maliciously,  it  is  sui)i)osed  to  he  any  day  worth  a 
dollar  per  acre  or  moi  e.  This  1  j)i('smae  must  satisfy  you  (»!  \[> 
being  more  than  a  tolerable  proportion  to  the  land  lost,  esj)L'(  ially 
when  1  assure  you  that  I  have  myself  this  week  agreed  for  the  sale 
of  one  of  my  second  division  lots  near  the  centie  of  that  town  for 
less  than  one  dollar  ])er  acre. 

As  to  lots  number  four  and  five,  they  also  were  surveyed  at  the 
same  time;  number  five  was  found  to  l)e  more  than  comi)htf.  ami 
the  committee  thought  it  as  reasonable  to  take  off  the  surj»lu>  u>  to 
add  to  number  four  a  deficiency  that  might  be  found  in  it  :  hut,  as 
you  are  pleased  to  say,  the  lots  being  drawn  for  and  sold,  mu>t 
stand  as  it  is,  be  it  niore  or  less.  A\'e  have  ordi  ied  a  new  insprc- 
tion  of  nund)er  four,  and  have  made  uj)  that  lot  to  IIk-  ^ati^lactioii 
of  the  purchaser,  leaving  nund)er  live  with  all  its  ovirplus.  After 
this,  we  presumed  certainly  u})on  having  a  final  discharge  from  tin- 
Masonian  proprietors,  as  from  gentlemen  who  must  feel  thcnisrlvo. 
by  their  most  solemn  promise,  under  every  obligation  as  men  of 
honor  to  give  it  to  us  without  a  moment's  delay.  Instead  of  which, 
we  have  a  new  demand  for  a  deliciency  in  numht-r  six,  and  we 
knoAV  not  but  some  time  hence  still  further  ilemantls  will  lie  made, 
under  the  threat  that  you  or  some  other  gentleman  canjiot  ac(piiesce 
in  the  final  tlivision  of  the  conmions  till  tliL-ir  coiulilion^  aic  com- 
])lied  with. 

But,  sir,  the  proprietors  of  Lyndeltorough  arc  not  to  be  awi-d 
into  endless  submission  by  threats  contained  in  jjuhlic  or  private 
letters.  As  to  nund)er  six,  I  am  directed  to  say  tliat  w  i'  know  n(tt 
the  state  of  that  lot.  It  may  be  (U'lhuinrnt,  but  If  it  is.  we  ]nr- 
sume  the  fault  is  not  ours,  for  it  lies  on  the  nortli  >ide  ()f  the  town, 
which  line  we  have  for  thirty  years  back  been  coni|tlaining  to  the 
Masonian  proprietors  as  being  crowded  too  far  south  by  l>i'ton  and 
others,  who  purchased  Wallingford's  lot,  and  have  jirayed  their 
interference  to  do  us  justice  by  giving  to  us,  who  were  the  tirsl 
purchasers,  the  extent  which  our  ciuirter  gives  us  on  that  side  ;  hut 
we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  frt»m  theni  tlu*  smalh  st  exertion, 
not  even  to  the  moving  one  of  their  lingers,  to  displace  the  buidrn 
by  which  we  are  losei-s  of  some  hundri-d  of  ai  ies.     And  if  you  al>o 
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are  a  loser,  it  is  no  matter  of  admiration,  Init  sinvly  your  coiii- 
2)laints  should  not  be  sent  to  us.  I  have,  therefore,  only  to  say  in 
behalf  of  the  ])roprietors  of  Lyndeborough  that  if  the  xMasoiiiau 
proprietors  will  carry  back,  or  cause  to  be  cai  ried  l^ack,  tliat  line 
so  as  to  give  us  our  just  claim  on  that  side,  and  there  sliall  tlicn  be 
any  deficiency  in  number  six  or  any  otlier  lot  bordering  on  that 
line,  we  will  instantly  make  uj)  the  deliciency,  whatever  it  may  be. 
This,  I  presume,  sir,  will  convince  yo\i  tliat  we  havt;  tK)iie  all  tluit 
you  or  any  reasonable  man  could  exi)ect,  and  induce  you  to  give  us 
what  you  have  so  long  denied  us,  a  full  and  final  discharge.  If 
this  is  still  cruelly  denied  us,  we  nnist  ai>j)eal  to  the  ])<)\\ers  which 
ai"e  above  us. 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  res})ect. 

Your  most  ol)edient,  humble  servant, 

AV.  Waltku. 

Anotlier  prominent  ])i()i)i'iL't()r  was  Daniid  i^jtcs,  Jr., 
Esq.,  of  that  part  of  Salcni  afterwards  calb-d  Danvi'is. 
whose  sous,  Francis  and  Jienjamin,  becanu-  inllucniial  citi- 
zens of  Lyndeboroiigh  after  its  ineorjtorat itm.  Deacon 
Nathaniel  Putnam,  Josei)li  Uicdianlson,  Ivhvard  Hardy, 
and  Timothy  Cummings  were  the  only  oi'iginal  pioprieturs, 
so  far  as  can  be  found,  avIio  made  iHtmcs  b)i-  lliemsid\cs  in 
tlie  town. 

The  pr()])rietors  soon  found  diHicullics  other  than  those 
of  the  wilderness  to  retard  tlie  development  of  the  new 
township.  'I'liey  had  hardly  comnu'iiced  a  s('t tlenieiit  when 
the  question  began  to  be  agitatecl  as  to  the  line  of  divisiiui 
between  the  province  of  Abissatdiusetts  r)ay  and  the  prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire.  This  was  a  very  inipoiiaui  mat- 
ter to  tlie  owners  of  land  iti  Sah'Ui  Canaihi,  tor  they  were 
connected  with  the  province  of  Massacluisetts  Ihiy.  hold- 
ing the  title  to  their  land  from  that  i)roviiu;e,  and  tlii  rei\)ru 
they  waited  with  great  anxiety  the  setlleuicnt  (d  the  vexa- 
tious question. 

'idle  matter  was  vigorously  diM  Usse(l   by  hoth  parlies. 
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Massachusetts  clainiiijo-  that  the  line  was  desiL^nied  to  start 
from  a  point  three  miles  iiortli  of  lilack  lioiks,  at 
month  of  the  IMerrimaL-k  river,  and  t»)  run  paraikd  to  lliu 
river  to  a  point  three  miles  Ijeyond  wliere  the  two  hraiiclics, 
Pemigewasset  and  \\'inni[)isi'ooce,  c-ome  togetiu-r  to  form 
the  jMerrinniek,  which  wouhl  have  hcen  three  mih's  norlli  (»f 
the  present  town  of  Franklin,  and  then  the  line  was  to  iiui 
due  west  to  the  South  sea,  or  Pacilic  ocean.  Nt;w  llam|)- 
shh'e  claimed  that  its  south  boundary  was  from  a  j)(»int 
three  miles  north  from  tlie  channel  of  I  lie  Merrimack  at  ils 
mouth,  and  extending  due  west  to  his  majesty's  (tthcr  gnv- 
errnnents,  or  New  York.  New  Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
setts w^ere  so  hir  united  as  provinces  of  his  majesty  that 
they  were  under  one  governor,  Jonathan  lielcher, 
resided  in  Massachusetts  and  was  >npposi'd  to  l)e  in  hei' 
interest,  while  David  Dunbar,  Kscj.,  was  lieutenant-goveri.ur 
of  New  Hampshire,  who,  with  a  majorit}'  of  the  council 
and  house  of  representatives,  was  opposed  to  (Jovi-rntu- 
l>elcher  and  to  the  Massachusetts  chiim. 

The  subject  was  linally  left  to  a  board  of  lommissioners 
from  Nova  Scotia,  New  Yoik,  Uhcxh-  Ishind,  and  New  Jer- 
sey, who  met  at  Ihunpton,  August  1,  IT^)?.  The  h'gisla- 
tive  asseml)lies  of  the  two  pro\inces  mei  alst)  within  live 
miles  of  each  other,  one  at  Hampton  and  the  other  at  Salis- 
bury. The  occasion  was  one  of  great  pomp  and  parath-. 
No  doubt  this  procession,  with  the  governor  riding  in  state 
attended  by  the  great  ami  general  t-ourt,  was  an  impos- 
ing si)ectacle,  which  at  the  lime  was  made  the  subjeet  of 
l)urles(]ue  in  true  Hibernian  style: 

Dear  Paddy,  you  iKt'er  (Tul  lu  liold  >a(  li  a  slight 

As  yesterday  iiioniing  was  seen  before  lUL^lit. 

You  in  all  your  born  days  saw,  nor  I  did  n't  ncitlu  r. 

So  many  tine  horses  and  men  ride  toj^^etlier. 

At  tlie  head,  the  lower  house  trotted  two  in  a  row. 

Then  all  the  hij-her  house  i)riincetl  utter  the  low  ; 
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The  governor's  coach  galloj)ed  on  like  the  wind, 
And  tlie  hist  tliat  came  foremost  was  tr()oj)ers  ])e]nnd, 
But  I  tear  it  means  no  gooth  to  yonr  neck  or  mine. 
For  they  say,  'tis  to  fix  a  riglit  phice  for  a  line. 

This  c'oininission  did  not  settle  the  dispute;  hut  it  was 
decided  by  his  majesty  iu  council,  March  5,  1741,  sustaiu- 
ing  practically  the  claims  ol"  New  Hampshire,  the  line  run- 
ning west  from  a  p(jint  three  miles  norih  of  ilie  mouth  of 
the  Merrimack  and  paralltd  to  it,  to  a  point  three  miles  north 
of  Pawtncket  Falls,  now  Lowell,  then  a  straiglit  Hue  due 
west.  This  brought ,  Salem  Canada  within  the  liuiits  of 
New  Ham})shire. 

But  the  settlement  of  this  vexatious  (juestion  soon 
brought  the  proprietors  of  Salem  (Canada  into  still  tleeper 
trouble,  for  they  found  that  their  township  was  withiu  tiie 
limits  of  an  ohl  grant  nuide  to  John  Mason  in  Iti-'d,  from 
the  council  of  Plymouth,  iMigland,  ami  eoulirme(l  August 
19,  1635,  by  King  Charles  the  I'irst.  Foi-  a  long  time  this 
grant  remained  uiudaimed,  but  linally  John  Tufton  Mason, 
a  great-grandson  of  John,  succeeded  in  briuging  his  claims 
to  the  attention  of  the  government  aud  having  them 
allowe(L  Then  he  sohl  his  title  in  17-4()  to  twelve  men, 
residents  of  Portsmouth  and  vicinity  (who  iiave  l)ecu 
already  menticmed  as  the  Masouian  proi)rietors ). 

As  soon  as  the  })roprietors  of  Salem  Canada  h)uud  that 
their  title  to  the  tuwnshi])  might  be  disi)Ut(Ml,  they  sent  a 
strong  committee  to  Portsmouth  with  full  power  to  settle 
with  the  Masouian  pro})i'ietoi's  on  the  best  teruis  ihey 
could.  Meanwhile  the  matt(;r  was  (H)mplieated  still  uu)i(^ 
by  the  grant  which  the  Masouian  j)r(»prictors  made,  of  a 
town  called  Nund)er  "2,  now  Wilton,  that  covered  (piite  a 
portion  of  the  south  i»art  of  Salem  Canada.  The  Masouian 
])roprietors  agreed,  however,  to  give  ;i  (piitelaim  deed  to 
the  proprietors  on  two  conditions, — lirst,  that  the\  sliould 
take  land  to  the  north  of  the  township   in  place  <d"  that 
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covered  b}^  the  grant  to  Nuinhcr  2,  and  second,  if  the 
Masonian  i)roi)rieto]s  couhl  have  rt-served  for  tlicni  thii-L- 
t'arn)s,  one  of  live  hundred  acres,  and  two  of  one  hunthvd 
and  fifty  acres  eacli,  and  also  liave  reserved  to  llieni,  free 
fro])i  all  charges  and  incnnd)rance  of  settlenienl  or  taxes 
until  improved,  six  thousand  and  sixty-six.  acres  of  undi- 
vided lands. 

This  new  grant  did  not  interfere  in  any  respect  with  the 
rights  of  the  settlers  already  in  the  township,  nor  wiili 
their  division  lines.  The  old  phm  of  Salem  Canada,  wiili 
lots  and  bounds,  was  letaineci  in  the  new  title,  so  far  as 
they  covered  the  territory,  the  new  grant  being  sim})ly  a 
quitclaim  deed  to  secure  a  ])e]fect  title  to  the  land.  Hie 
same  proi)riet()rs  continued  in  ol'lice,  and  hehl  their  meet- 
ings in  the  same  ])lace,  but  as  the  uiime  of  (he  t(j\vnship 
was  cund)ersome,  and  as  lienjamin  LymU',  Ji.,  owned  sev- 
eral rights  in  town  and  iiad  shown  a  (U-ep  iiiteifst  in  its 
settlement,  they  gave  to  the  townshi[)  tlie  name  of  J^ynde- 
borough,  and  the  new  grant  was  dated  Dec.  o,  170:5.  The 
grant  was  signed  \)y  Joseph  IManchard  as  agent  h)r  the 
Masonian  pro])rietors,  and  the  modilied  township  s\as  to 
contain  twenty-eight  thousand  acres  with  lots  reserved  for 
minister,  ministry,  and  schools. 

'J'he  township  of  Salem  Cana<hi  was  to  be  of  tiie  con- 
tents of  six  miles  square,  though  it  was  neither  a  scjuare  nor 
a  rectangle.  It  was  ]iearly  s(]uare  w  ith  the  exception  of  a 
large  corner  missing,  toward  r>()ysto\\  ii,  or  New  lioston. 
The  south-east  corner,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  with- 
out running  the  lines,  was  a  little  north  of  the  Deacon 
Bartlett  })lace  on  the  road  to  Milford.  I'he  south  line,  run- 
ning from  that  point  west,  })assed  back  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  Wilton,  crossing  the  l"\uest  road  not  lar 
from  Mr.  Levi  Putnam's  mill,  running  i)ast  the  old  iKUih 
burying-ground  in  Wilton,  and  a  litth'  to  tlie  south  (d'  the 
])resent  county  farm  to  a  point  south-wi-st  and  near  to  the 
Henjamin  Whiting  house  in  TempU',  about  half  a  mih- 
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from  the  county  farm.  Tlie  west  line  exteiidtMl  nortli  to  a 
point  not  far  from  the  Dr.  Filch  phicu,  a  sliort  (hstaiuc 
east  of  (ireentield  Centre.  'I'he  north  line  i*xti*n(l(.Ml  m.rth 
of  the  summit  of  the  Pinnacle  t(»  New  Boston  Hm*.  then 
after  leaving  to  that  town  the  noilh-east  corner,  alreadv 
described,  it  passed  south  along  the  Andierst  line,  now 
Mont  Vernon  and  Milford,  to  the  point  lirst  mentioned. 

Hie  town  as  thus  laid  out  was  well  situated  and  propor- 
tioned, and  gave  good  promise  ot  heeoming  a  piospeioiis 
aud  thickly  settled  community,  but  c-ireumsiances  doomed 
it  to  be  strip[)ed  of  its  fair  ))roj)orlions,  and  it  came  very 
near  utter  destruction.  The  Masonian  ))ropriet(»rs  invade(l 
it  on  the  south,  and  took  a  huge  slice  h)r  Nundier  2,  or 
Wilton,  in  1749.  In  17()4  there  was  an  attempt  made  to 
divide  the  tow^n  at  Hoft'ee's  mouiilain,  so  called,  thus  i'orm- 
ing  a  tow^n  on  each  side.  At  another  time  it  was  proposed 
to  divide  the  town  by  a  line  running  north-east  from  the 
north-east  corner  of  Wilton,  near  th(.*  residence  ol  .Mr.  Joel 
Perham,  to  a  point  on  the  New  Boston  line. 

In  1780  three  families  ])etitioned  to  l)e  set  off  to  Andierst 
north-west  ])arish,  now^  Mont  N'ernon,  and  about  the  same 
time  others  in  the  south-east  corner  dcsii'cd  to  be  joined  to 
what  is  now  i\IiUV)rd.  June  15, 17*.M,  the  north-west  i.oi  iion 
of  the  town  was  set  off  to  help  h)rm  (Jreenlield.  June  1  1. 
1790,  the  south-west  corner  was  taken  to  l)econie  a  part  of 
Temple.  June  5,  1858,  a  hyge  slice  was  annexed  to  .Nbint 
Vernon,  and  hnall3%  June  '21,  1878,  anolhei  portion  \\a.«^ 
taken  by  MiUord. 

It  is  said  that  Lyndeborough  has  more  corners  in  its 
boundary  than  any  other  town  in  the  state,  and  Dr.  Mer- 
rick said  in  his  [)oem  concerning  its  outline. — 

Thus  we  have  been  pinclied  and  iKiekicd  all  raw, 
Which  leaves  us  in  shai)C  of  a  ciiriilar  saw 
With  a  piece  broken  oil  ;  and  yet  we  are  here. 
And  keep  on  our  course,  in  liopr.  witlmut  tear. 
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We  are  now  prepared,  after  this  long  prciliininary  state- 
ment, to  look  at  the  toNvn  itself,  ami  to  trace,  so  far  as  \ve 
can,  the  first  movements  toward  a  settlement  of  Salem 
Canada.    When  the  grant  Avas  made  in  the  fifteenth 

in  the  state,  it  was  in  reality  the  })laiiiing  of  a  lown  in  ihe 
wilderness.  There  were  then  no  oihei'  tow  iis  located  in 
Ilillsborongh  eonnty  north  of  Dunstahle.  or  Nashna,  with 
the  exception  of  Narragansett  Numhcr  8,  or  Amherst 
and  Bedford,  and  no  towns  to  the  north  and  webt  settleil 
nearer  than  Keene  and  Winchester  (then  called  Arlington  ). 
The  grants  of  AndiersL  and  l)edford,  an  Narragaiisett  Nnm- 
bers  3  and  5,  were  made  two  years  before,  and  settlers 
had  already  taken  u\)  land.  It  is  thonght  that  there  were 
not  more  than  10,000  i)eoi)le  in  New  llam]>shii-e  in  IT-U). 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  after  laying  onl  the  town  was 
to  open  a  road  toward  its  centre  and  through  the  home 
lots,  as  they  were  called.  These  ^vere  locaietl  in  the  south- 
east part  of  the  township,  in  what  is  now  Fcrham  and 
Johnson  corner.  The  usual  [)lan  of  a  town  was  lo  ha\e 
the  settlers  locate  on  snudl  or  home  lots  at  lirst.  so  that 
they  might  be  near  each  other  h)r  mutual  i)roleclion  ;  but 
when  tlie  first  settlements  were  made  in  Salem  ( 'anada,  it 
was  thonght  that  all  danger  from  the  Imlians  was  over, 
and  so  the  settlei'S  took  their  best  land  in  diifeicni  pans  of 
tiie  town. 

At  the  second  meeting  of  tlu;  proprietors,  Novembci'  lil, 
1737,  they  voted  to  clear  a  road  to  the  cenlie  of  iheir  l(»wn- 
ship  from  Andierst,  and  to  let  oul  ihc  buihbng  (»f  ilw  read 
'•by  the  great,"  that  is,  by  the  job.  They  also  \  oted  that 
''upon  Mr.  Cornelius  Tarbell  and  Mr.  Joseph  ilichardsim's 
clearing  a  good  and  suilicient  cartway  from  the  j)hice  where 
l\[r.  Timothy  Cnmnungs  left  off  c  learing  a  way  from  Mi-. 
Waltron's  in  Narragansett  Nund)i'r  o.  to  or  near  Wain- 
woods  brook,  and  to  clear  said  way  to  or  near  (lie  cende 
of  said  Canada  townshi[)  and  building  a  go»)d  bridge  over 
said  Wainwoods  brook,  ami  lay  nig  the  ln)dies  of  trees  and 
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making  good  passable  causeways  ovei-  niii  v  j)lac  es  and  over 
gullies  and  small  brooks,  so  thai  a  laden  cart  may  i)ass  e(sn- 
Teniently,  that  the  said  'I'arbell  and  Iviehardson  be  jjaid 
fifty-eight  [)ounds." 

Mr.  Waltron  lived  a  mile  south  of  Andierst  centre.  Tlie 
road  thus  opened  entered  the  township  near  its  south-east 
corner,  and  the  brook  called  Wainwood's  was  the  one 
formed  by  the  union  of  Purgatory  brook  and  the  one  that 
flows  out  from  the  Badger  pond  down  through  Johnson 
corner.  The  pro})rietors'  records  speak  of  Trail's  brook, 
which  was  probably  the  braiu-h  just  mentioned  llowing 
from  the  })Ond,  as  the  trail  foUowed  near  it  into  tow  n  ;  and 
Ilalf-way  brook  is  also  mentioned,  \\'hi(;h  might  mean  Pur- 
gatory brook,  as  half-way  between  the  two  grants,  Naiia- 
gansett  Nund)er  3  and  Salem  Canada.  'J'iiis  lirst  i(»ad 
came  up  by  what  used  to  be  called  the  crotch  of  the  brooks 
and  into  Johnson  Corner  b}- the  place  formerly  occupied  by 
John  (*arson,  south  of  David  Chnk's:  alter  passing  Willis 
Perhani's  place,  and  near  the  Israel  Curtis  [)lai,-i'  and 
George  Rose's,  it  came  out  at  w  hat  was  then  tlui  L-i-ntrc  ot 
the  town,  Putnam  hill  in  South  Ly ndeborough,  near  where 
Mr.  Edward  H.  Putnam  now  lives. 

The  next  year,  December  21),  IT'JS,  they  voted  twenty 
pounds  to  John  Cram  and  the  lot  thirty-nine,  "on  eonili- 
tion  that  he  build  a  good  and  suriicient  saw-mill  on  >aid 
lot  and  cut  boards  for  the  i)roprieti)rs  at  the  halves,  or 
equivalent  for  such  as  shall  bi  ing  logs.  To  be  finished  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  August  next,  and  kept  in  snftii  ieut 
repair  for  sawing  during  the  term  of  lifteen  years."  i  In- 
next  year,  May  28,  173*.),  the  proprietors  voted  that  -  the 
connnittee  be  emimwered  to  lake  bond  of  Mr.  John  Cram 
for  his  performing  the  eondition  of  building  a  saw-nnll  on 
the  terms  ])reviously  voted,  only  the  said  Cram  have  lib- 
erty of  ])uilding  said  mill  on  liis  lot.  Number  41,  it  being 
represented  that  there  is  the  best  and  most  eonvenient 
place  for  a  saw-mill.'' 
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The  first  ])lace  jjroposed  for  the  mill  (on  lot  :)'.»)  was  (ui 
the  stream  west  of  the  south  villa<;'e,  and  tin.'  \)\acv  clniscn 
w^as  east  of  the  south  village,  just  hdow  where  a  mill  now 
stands,  south  of  Putnam  liill.  There  is  uo  reeord  that  Mr, 
Cram  built  the  mill,  but  not  lono  afti'r  that  stream  is  called 
Saw-mill  brook;  and  as  he;  liad  »^i\en  bonds'to  hiiild.  he  no 
doubt  did  so  within  a  few  years.  Hut  it  was  not  hnilt 
within  the  time  mentioned,  for  May  *J,  1740,  nine  months 
after  the  si)eeified  time,  Nathaniel  I'ulnam  ])rt'sc'ntc(l  the 
following  petition  to  the  ])r()])rietors  : 

The  petition  of  Nathaniel  Putnam  (one  of  said  j)roj)rii'tors)  hum- 
bly shewetli,  That  he  hath  lately  l)uil(le(l  a  good  .saw  mill  in  .said 
town  at  his  own  cost  and  charge,  anil  as  lie  ai)i)relien(ls  will  he  of 
great  service  to  the  said  proprietors  now  hcfore  any  other  saw  mill 
will  he  erected  and  fitted  for  sawing,  lie  therefore  most  humhly 
])rays  that  the  said  j)r()))rietors  would  give  him  some  consideration 
as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  s(;(;  meet,  and  a^  in  <luty  hoiiial  >li;ill 
ever  jnay. 

[Signed]  Nath.vmkl  Pltn.am. 

The  proprietors  voted  a  consideration  of  ten  pounds  to  Mr. 
Putnam,  whi(di  was  pai<l  the  lollop  ing  year,  Seplcidx-r  lo, 
ITU. 

Tins  iirst  saw-mill  in  Salem  Canada  w  as  in  all  probabil- 
ity just  above  Uarnes's  falls  in  W'iUoii. 

The  followini>  recoj'd  is  found  diiliMl  Mandi  T.  IT-Vd: 

i> 

It  being  re})resente(l  to  the  j)r()})riet()rs  that  it  is  })roj»oM'(l  hy 
some  of  the  pro})rietors  of  the  Ashuelot^  (at'ttTwards  Ki'tMU')  to  ciU 
and  hring  the  road  from  said  townships  across  the  woods  auil 
into  this  Canada  townshii)  which  if  etl'ected  may  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  this  in-oi)riety  :  wlierefore  voted,  that  to  encourage  the  hring- 
ing  of  said  road  from  tlie  Ashuelots  into  thir.  township,  this  propri- 
ety engage  and  will  nuike  a  good  an«l  suthcient  w;iy  from  tlu'  place 
wliere  the  said  road  is  l)rouglit  into  tliis  town  to  the  end  of  the  >t»ad 
cleared  by  Tarhell  and  Richardson  to  «»r  mar  tlu-  centre  of  said 
townshi]). 


A  committee  Avas  elioson,  and  the  work  of  upi'iiiii'^-  a 
horse  voad  was  completed  in  a  sIkuI  liim-.  Ii  was  iinprovcil 
subsequently,  and  must  liaxi-  \)vv\\  lii<^lily  appiLn-iaifd 
by  the  settlers.  It  passed  Irom  i'utnaui  hill  hy  l'jii<;i\ 
Holt's  ])laee,  around  Stephenson  hill,  and  i)\  I)a\id 
(irant's  aud  Deacon  ^Iclntire's  oxer  tin'  mountain,  and 
was  the  first  and  only  road  hu-  many  yuars  to  w  liat  i.s  now 
G  reen  held. 

I>ut  there  were  untold  diriicult irs  that  hindcn-d  ilic  lapid 
settlement  of  the  town.  Tlie  country  w  as  a  w  ild,  iuil)iok(  ii 
forest.  There  were  no  nei«4h))ors  nearer  than  Amluusl.  and 
no  grist-nnll  nearer  than  Dunstable  or  Nashua,  h)j-  a  h'UL;- 
time.  A  settler  would  start  in  the  inorninL;  with  a  ba«^-  ol" 
grain  on  his  shoulder,  and  make  his  lonely,  toil.sonii'  way  to 
Dunstable  and  back  in  two  days,  if  prospered  on  his  jour- 
nc}".  'I'he  renewal  of  hostilities  between  the  l''rench  and 
English  brought  terror  to  those  scattered  families,  bcciinsi* 
of  the  atrocity  of  the  Indians. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  war,  New  Hampshire  furnished 
Amherst  and  Salem  Canada  each  with  a  scout,  and  they 
also  had  a  a'uard  of  soldiers  from  Massachusetts.  Mav  l'>, 
1747,  Souhegan  West,  or  Amherst,  i)etilioiied  (iovernor 
Wentworth  and  the  (ieneral  Court  of  New  Hampshire  h.r 
a  u'uard  of  soldiers  to  act  as  scouts.  s;i\in^  that  '-the  difli- 
culty  of  war  ha})pening  so  early  on  our  m-I  t  lements,  and  the 
defenceless  state  they  aie  in,  li;is  obliged  them  all,  namely, 
Peterborough,  Salem  Canada.  New  lio.ston,  and  llill>- 
borouoh,  so  called,  entirelv  to  draw  off  as  wt  ll  as  the  torts 
on  the  Conn,  river.'"  This  indicati-s  that  the  seltlcmcul  nl 
Salem  Canada  was  sadly  broken  up  in  the  lirst  lifleen  years 
of  its  history.  It  is  shown  also  by  tlii'  records  that  some 
of  the  children  of  these  lii'st  himilies  weie  born  in  other 
towns.  The  second  child  <d  I'.phraim  I'nlnam  was  born 
in  Salem;  the  oldest  child  «.f  M elchi/.edeck  liolTci'  was 
born  in  Litchlield;  the  oldest  s..n  of  Jacob  Wellnian  was 
born  in  Dunstable,  because,  a>  the  himily  record  says,  his 
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parents  had  gone  there  on  aeeouiit  uf  the  (le[)ie(Uiti()iis  of 
Indians." 

There  are  many  traditions  in  town  cMjncerning  tlie  incur- 
sions of  the  Indians,  hut  there  was  no  loss  of  life  so  far  as 
can  he  ascertained.  More  or  less  jx-rsons  were  killed  at 
Salishury,  Charlestown,  Ilo])kinton,  Keene,  and  W'alpoK-, 
hut  nothing-  authentic  has  hecn  tonnil  concerning  liostiU- 
Indians  nearer  Salem  Canada  than  Peterhorough  and  llills- 
horongh.  'J'radition  says  that  there  was  a  h>r(  oi-  l)loik- 
house  on  Putnam  hill,  hut  nothing  has  hecn  h»und  in  the 
records  of  the  proprietors  or  (jf  the  town  that  confirms  the 
story.  It  is  t)rol)ahle,  however,  that  the  building,  put  up  lor 
a  church  and  never  tinished,  N\as  used  lor  sudi  a  purjxisc. 
It  is  said  that  the  lioft'ee  family,  iicaring  the  liriiig  of  guns 
one  day,  and  su[)i)osing  that  there  was  an  attack  on  tlie 
fort,  lied  to  Amherst  for  safety,  hut  found  afterwards  that 
it  was  a  false  alarm.  Tradition  says  that  tlie  iinlians  \  is- 
ited  Jeremiah  Carleton's  faniily,  and  so  friglitemMl  tlicm  l»y 
killing  their  livestock  that  they  went  to  ( 'onnccticnt  and 
remained  for  several  years.  This  story  of  the  heroic  i-on- 
duct  of  Ephraim  Putnam's  wife  lias  been  handed  down  in 
the  family: 

Mrs.  Putnam  and  daughters  and  a  hoy  were  h-lt  in  the 
fort  one  day  while  the  men  were  away  at  work.  Seeing  an 
Indian  approaching,  she  stationed  the  children  in  diffi  rcnl 
parts  of  the  building  and  began  calling  the  rod.  As  the 
children  replied  in  different  places  and  tones,  the  hKban 
su[)posed  the  men  W(;re  all  insiilc.  The  same  Indian  re- 
turned afti;r  peace  was  declared,  and  told  of  his  snrjMise 
when  he  heard  the  calling  of  the  icll.  it  is  said  that  the 
early  settlers  used  to  ascertain  each  others'  welfare  by 
blowing  a  ci)nch  shell  each  moi  ning  at  sunrise.  The  ski-le- 
ton  of  an  Indian  was  h)und  in  a  sand-bank  on  the  north 
shore  of  P>adger  poml  in  1S4(S,  but  n«»  evidence  of  u  per- 
manent camp  has  ever  been  discovcri'd. 

Other  traditions  might  be  gi\eii,  but  history  is  of  more 
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value  than  legends,  tliougb  not  so  lomantic.  \Vv  aiv  pre- 
pared now  to  speak  more  di-dniti'ly  of  suhk'  of  the  early 
settlers,  and  to  touch  l)riclly  tlieir  rcrord. 

EAKLV  si:ttij:i;s. 

Jolm  Crain  stands  at  the  hi'ad  of  the  })ioneers  of  tlie  set- 
tlement, and  well  deserved  to  have  his  name  emltahned  in 
that  of  the  town.  Cramborough  might  not  he  as  eupiioni- 
ous  as  Lyndeborough,  but  it  would  l)e  a  signilieant  and 
well  deserved  name,  and  would  have  given  credit  w  here 
credit  is  due.  John  Cram  and  his  wife  Sarah,  witii  married 
sons  and  grown-up  daughters,  i-ame  from  Wilmington. 
Mass.,  where  he  owned  a  i'arm,  aud  at  oiue  set  to  work  to 
make  homes  for  himself  and  ehihh(;n.  lie  and  his  oxen 
are  mentioned  as  doing  the  lirst  work  in  eutting  roads  and 
drawing  logs  for  the  meeting-house.  His  lot  i-overed  the 
east  part  of  Putnam  hill  at  the  centre  of  Salem  Canada, 
and  he  donated  ten  acres  of  it  next  to  the  meeting-house 
for  the  use  of  the  town.  He  is  mentiom-d  by  I  hi'  proprie- 
tors as  one  of  the  lirst  settlers,  and  when  he  met  with 
severe  misfortune  in  the  loss  of  cattle,  in  the  winter  of 
1740-'41,  the  proprietors  voted  him  a  gratuity  of  lifteen 
})Ounds  out  of  their  treasury  lie  \\as  cliairniau  of  the 
committee  chosen  to  secure  the  lirst  preai-hing  in  town, 
and  was  identified  with  all  the  interests  of  the  settlement. 
He  sold  his  home  farm  on  Putnam  hill  in  17."i'5  to  hi> 
son-in-law,  Kphraim  Putnam.  His  wife  (bed  in  IToT,  and 
he  passed  away  at  Amherst  in  IT.V.i,  aged  about  eighty 
years. 

John  Cram's  .son  Jonathan,  and  his  wih'  Mary,  daughter 
of  Daniel  (Miand)erlain,  took  u^)  land  at  the  same  time  with 
his  father,  and  settled  the  next  lot  south  of  whi-re  his 
tlescendants  Jose])h  and  James  Cram  lived.  Ibnjamin, 
another  son  of  Johii,  and  Klizabeth  his  wife,  .settled  mm  lot 
54,  where  Mr.  Sargent  live.-,,     .\nother  son,  John.  Jr..  and 
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his  wife  Mary,  improved  lavjd  where  Artenias  Woodward 
lived,  but  .settled  in  what  is  now  Wilton,  not  far  from 
Jacob  Putnam's,  where  his  br(jliR'i-in-law,  i'^jilnaim  I'ut- 
iiam,  had  lived.  Still  another  son,  .b^scpli.  ow m-d  the 
Emory  Holt  i)laee,  but  ])r()l)ably  had  no  hiniily,  as  hi>  broth- 
ers and  sisters  deeded  seventy-live  acres  of  thi-  south  part 
of  their  father's  lot  41,  April  8,  1708,  to  Jonathan  Chain- 
berlain,  for  caring  for  their  brother  Jose})h  and  giving  him 
Christian  burial.  He  died  l)ecend)er  24,  171)4.  aged  eighty- 
seven. 

Phebe,  a  daughter  of  John  Cram,  married  Moses  Stiles, 
and  settled  on  lot  42,  east  of  the  south  viihige  cemetery. 
Sarah,  another  daughter,  married  I^phraim  rntnam  (son  of 
Nathaniel,  one  of  the  ])roprietors  of  the  town),  who  settk'(l 
near  his  l)r()ther  Jacob  in  wliat  is  now  Wilton,  neai'  the  pres- 
ent Jacob  Putnam's.  This  P.phraim,  alti-rw ards  deacon  and 
prominent  in  the  history  of  the  church  and  tow  n,  remained 
with  his  father  for  some  lime,  but  took  a  deed  ol  the  home 
farm  of  John  Cram,  his  hither-in-law,  I'\'l)ruary  11')'-). 
It  is  probable  that  the  house  was  on  tin-  top  of  the  hill  near 
Mr.  Edward  H.  Putnam's.  .Alost  ol'  the  childien  of  John 
Cram  had  large  families,  and  many  oi"  his  grandchildren 
settled  in  town.  Jonathan,  son  ol'  Jimalhan.  li\cd  at  one 
time  on  ('harles  r)t)utweirs  placi- ;  Davitl,  another  son  ol 
Jonathan,  and  Mary  Badger  his  wih-,  Im-aled  when-  his 
grandson  Euther  lives;  and  Jacob,  another  son  ol'  Jona- 
than, who  married  Isabel,  daughter  of  John  and  Jennie 
Hutchinson,  settled  on  the  liarwood  place  now  owned  by 
Mr.  Melendy. 

Without  dwelling  longer  on  the  history  of  the  Cram 
family,  it  is  evident  that  Crand)orv)ngh  would  havi-  been  a 
very  a})i)r()i)riate  name  h)r  the  town. 

One  of  the  first  st'ttlers  in  town  was  John  ilutehiuson. 
of  Eitchlield,  wiio  July  H>,  17o(i.  gave  a  l)<»nd  to  Jonathan 
Peal,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  one  of  the  original  |troprieto! s.  that 
he  would  have  within  four  years  on  home  hu  (50.  where 


Cliarles  Perham  now  lives,  a  dwelling-house  '20  by  18,  ami 
cleared,  brnkeii  up,  and  brought  to  and  fenced  in,  twelve 
acres.  When  the  deed  was  given,  September  -7,  1760,  the 
statement  is  made  that  these  conditions  were  fulhlled. 

Another  of  the  first  settlers  was  Melcliizedcck  BofFte 
and  ^largaret  his  wife,  from  Londondcrr}',  who  iinpruvcd 
tlit^  land  on  the  hill  east  of  David  Clark's,  but  who  bouglit. 
January  30,  1744.  ninety  acres  of  land  where  David  (iiant 
lives.  Several  of  his  family  settled  in  town,  and  two  suns 
at  least.  Lieutenant  Thomas  and  John,  were  in  the  Revtdu- 
tionar}'  war. 

David  Stephenson  and  wife  settled  un  the  farm  still 
called  b}'  that  name,  and  owned  early  in  the  histor}^  of  the 
town  the  lots  north  and  north-west. 

Jacob  Putnam  settled  on  second  division  lot  Number  •'». 
where  Jacob  Putnam  now  lives  in  Wilton. 

John  Dale,  Jr.,  settled  on  home  lot  Number  11,  the  Abel 
Fisk  place,  now  owned  by  S.  H.  Dunbar  in  Wilton,  and 
John  and  Mary  (^McFarland)  Badger  on  home  K»t  10,  just 
east  of  John  Dale's,  taking  deed  of  his  lot  July  2,  17o9. 
The  sad  story  of  his  life  has  been  well  told  in  the  history 
of  Wilton.  Ilis  siui,  David,  and  his  wife  Rachel  settled  on 
the  James  Karr  place,  north  of  tlie  Badger  pond,  and  Rol>- 
ert  and  his  wife  Hannah  on  the  hill  where  Nathan  Richard- 
son lives,  and  Mary,  the  daughter,  nuirried  David  Cram. 

Samuel  Leman  (of  Wilmington,  Mass.,  dish-turner,  son 
of  Samuel  and  Margaret  (Hutchinson)  Leman,  of  Charles- 
town,  born  August  10,  1091)  married  ^Lu  v  liryant.  and 
settled,  probably  in  1730,  on  lot  59.  south  of  D.  C.  Grant's, 
and  his  son  Samuel,  Jr.  (born  September  9,  1721,  and  who 
married  Love  Wheeler,  November  7.  1740),  settled  on 
David  Grant's  farm,  but  si>ou  st»ld  to  Melchizedeck  Boffee, 
and  probably  moved  to  HoUis.  0\i  the  plan  of  the  town 
two  lots  near  the  Artemas  Woodwanl  place  are  marked  as 
owned  by  Dr.  Leman,  but  whether  or  not  he  was  Abraliam. 
son  of  Samuel,  has  not  been  ascertained. 
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Timothy  Cummings,  son  of  Timothy,  of  Marblehead, 
Mass.,  settled  on  liis  own  right,  very  likely  liis  home  lot 
26  m  Perham  Corner.  He  was  the  (irst  to  work  at  clear- 
ing a  road  into  toAvn,  and  his  wife  was  paid  twenty-hve 
shillings  for  the  use  of  her  pewter,  and  for  her  service  at 
the  raising  of  the  first  meeting-house. 

James  Stratton  settled  on  Cornelius  Tarl)eirs  right, 
probably  the  home  lot  25  in  Perham  Corner,  as  the  second 
division  lots  of  that  right  were  sold  to  William  Holt,  of 
Aiidover,  who  settled  on  lot  76,  or  the  Dr.  Herrick  farm, 
taking  a  deed  August  9,  1753. 

Ephraim  and  Sarah  Putnam,  as  already  stated,  settled 
on  second  division  lot  number  5,  in  what  is  now  Wilton. 

Edward  Hardy  was  early  in  town,  and  })robably  was  on 
home  lot  24  in  Perluim  Corner. 

Ephraim  Powers  and  wife  Lucy  were  early  in  town, 
and  settled  on  100  acres  of  the  east  end  of  lot  53,  near 
Deacon  Benjamin  Cram's. 

David  Stratton  took  a  deed  of  forty  acres  of  lot  68,  De- 
cember 31,  1745,  a  part  of  the  same  lot  on  which  Melchize- 
deck  Boffee  was  located,  and  now  occupied  b}^  Captain 
Andy  Holt.    He  may  have  been  a  sou  of  James. 

Jolui  and  Tryphena  Kidder,  of  Loudondcrry,  took  a  deed 
of  lots  77  and  78,  October  14,  1757.  Lot  77  was  just  north 
of  Mr.  Grant's  })lace. 

John  and  Mary  Powe  were  early  on  the  Israel  Cram 
place. 

Jacob  Wellman,  of  l^ynniicld,  ]\Liss.,  son  of  Alu'aham 
and  Elizabeth  (Taylor)  Wellman,  and  his  wife,  Jane 
(Johnson)  AVellman,  bought  a  proprietor's  right  April  16, 
1742,  and  occupied  home  lot  57,  where  David  Clark  now 
lives.  The  hrst  house  was  in  the  field  north  of  the  })resent 
buildings.  The  house  now  occupied  is  i)robably  one  of  the 
ohlest  in  town. 

John  Johnson,  cordwainer,  of  L3'nnliel(l,  and  wife  Mary, 
bought  one  full  right,  and  settled  west  of  their  brother-in- 
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law,  Wellman,  on  Aaron  Russell's  farm  ;  and  liis  son  James, 
and  llannali  his  wife,  on  the  next  lot  west,  where  \V .  II. 
Bowen  lives;  and  another  son,  A(hiiii,  and  wife  Abigail,  on 
Willis  Perliam's  place ;  and  the  family  at  one  time  and 
another  owned  a  good  share  of  what  has  been  called  ever 
since  'Slohnson  Corner,"  thongh  it  is  many  years  since  one 
of  that  name  has  lived  in  that  })ai't  of  the  town. 

Edward  and  Elizabeth  lSi)aldhig,  of  Hudson,  father  of 
Captain  Levi  of  Revolutionary  fame,  bought  lots  118  and 
122,  May  30,  1705.  These  lots  were  over  tlia  mountain, 
where  the  descendants  have  lived  so  many  yeai's.  Ste[)hen, 
a  brother  of  Edward,  bought  in  the  same  year  seventy 
acres  of  lot  112,  east  of  his  brother  and  north  of  Jonas 
Kidder,  who  bought  lot  105  the  next  year.  Reuben,  an- 
other brother  of  Edward,  came  from  Hudson  and  settled 
later  on  })art  of  h^dward's  lot. 

Jeremiah  Carleton  and  wife  Eunice  settled  on  land  now 
owned  by  E.  C.  Curtis,  and  the  log  house  was  near  the 
buildings  east  of  Mr.  Curtis's  house. 

Edward  Bevins  settled  on  one  half  of  home  lot  10,  in 
Perham  Corner,  near  the  (Jeorge  W.  Parker  })lace,  and 
John  Hutchins(m  on  home  lot  27,  perhaps  where  Perham 
Holt  lives. 

(ieorge  Gould  and  wife  Mary  came  from  Salem,  and 
owned  a  good  deal  of  h\nd.  They  bought,  January  2o, 
1730,  one  half  of  a  riglit  of  home  lot  40  and  second  divi- 
sion lots  74  and  27,  but  in  1708  they  weie  living  on  lot  70, 
0})posite  where  the  town-house  now  stands. 

Elias  and  Mary  Taylor  lived  on  Kilburn  Curtis's  plaee 
for  some  years,  and  sold  to  Adam  Johnson  March  17,  1758. 

John  and  Elizabeth  Carkin  settled  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  J^obert  Lynch. 

Cai)tain  Peter  Clark  and  wife  Hannah  came  from  Brain- 
tree,  Mass.,  in  January,  1775,  and  settled  on  lot  110,  where 
the  Ilolden  family  now  live. 

Jose[)h  Richardson,  Jr.,  mill wjiglit,  of  Woburn,  Mass., 
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was  j)rominent  in  the  eavly  history  of  Salem  Canada,  and 
lived  in  the  portion  that  was  set  off  to  form  the  town  of 
^i'eniple. 

April  4,  1760,  Nehemiah  Uand,  of  Charlestown,  Mass., 
bonght  a  lot  adjoining  tliat  of  his  brother,  lie  v.  John 
i{and. 

April  8,  17()7,  James  Bontwell,  of  Amherst,  and  previ- 
ously from  Wilmington,  Mass.,  bonght  where  his  descend- 
ant, Charles,  now  resides.  He  bought  of  Eljenezer  and 
Elizabeth  Coston,  who  lived  in  town  and  owned  consider- 
able property,  and  afterward  removed  to  Wilton. 

Eleazer  Woodward,  in  1770,  bought  where  Jacob  Wood- 
wai'd  now  lives. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Jones  bought  the  Harvey  Holt  farm  in 
1774;  and  Jacob  Bullcr,  Jr.,  of  Pelham,  bought  a  farm  in 
the  soutli-w^est  part  of  the  town,  J)ecendjer  liS,  1770. 

Many  other  families  have  been  traced,  but  there  is  no 
time  to  speak  of  them  to-day.  The  progress  of  the  town 
was  very  slow  through  the  first  twenty-five  years,  for  the 
reasons  already  given.  In  1704  there  were  onl}^  about 
hu'ty  families  in  town.  But  with  the  fear  of  Indians 
removed,  and  with  a  town  charter,  the  growth  was  rapid 
and  permanent.  March  1,  1702,  the  [)eo[)le  voted  to  ask 
for  the  incorporation  of  the  town;  and  March  5,  1704,  John 
Stephenson  AVas  ap})ointed  a  committee  to  obtain  a  charter, 
which  was  secured  Ai)ril  28,  1704.    The  charter  began, — 

Province  of  New  Hami'suike. 

George  ye  3r(l,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France 
and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c. 

To  all  whom  these  })resents  shall  come.  Greeting:  A\  hereas  our 
loving  subjects  inhabitants  of  a  tract  of  laud  within  our  Province  (;f 
New  Hampshire,  by  the  name  of  Lyndeboro,  have  humbly  j)eti- 
tioned  and  recjuested  that  they  may  he  erected  and  incor|>t)rated 
into  a  body  politick  and  cori)orate  to  have  continuance  until  his 
majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signilied  to  the  contrary,  &c. 
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The  charter  reserves  to  his  iiiajesty  and  liis  heirs  all 
white  pine  trees  lit  for  use  for  the  royal  navy.  Tlic  char- 
ter closes  as  follows  : 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  our  New  Hamp- 
shire Province  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  AVitness  Benning  Went- 
worth  Esq.  our  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over 
said  Province  of  New  Hampshire  the  twenty-third  day  of  April  in 
the  fourth  year  of  our  reign  anno  domini  1764. 

[Signed]  B.  Wentworth. 

John  Ste})henson  was  authorized  to  call  the  first  meet- 
ing, which  was  held  May  15,  1764,  with  John  She[)ard,  Ji., 
moderator;  John  Stei)henson,  town-clerk :  Jonathan  Cram, 
Benjamin  Cram,  and  William  Carson,  selectmen.  A  con- 
stable, surveyors,  tithing-men,  decr-keejjers,  ha3'-wards  or 
iield-drivers,  and  a  [)ound-kce[)er  \verc  chosen.  Jercmiali 
Carleton,  for  some  reason,  entered  a  dissent  against  accc])t- 
ing  the  cliarter. 

It  was  a  custom  in  the  earl}^  history  of  New  Hampshire 
to  warn  out  of  town,  tlirough  a  constid^le,  all  new  comers 
and  strangers,  so  that  the  town  might  not  be  liable  for 
their  sup[)ort  if  tliey  should  come  to  want.  Such  a  war- 
rant, issued  in  1765,  after  stating  the  facts  concerning  a 
certain  widow  who  had  recentl}^  come  to  Lyndeborough, 
concludes  as  follows: 

Pursuant  therefore  to  the  laws  of  this  Province  in  such  (;ases 
made  and  provided  you  are  liereby  in  his  majesty's  name  required 
instantly  to  warn  the  said  widow  to  de])art  and  leave  this  town. 

It  is  said  one  constable,  unacquainted  with  this  formal 
custom,  })erformed  his  cluty  in  a  very  lituial  way,  by  say- 
ing with  great  oliicial  importance,  1  have  come,  jMr.  Wil- 
kins,  to  warn  you  off  of  the  face  of  (iod's  earth:  so  now 
you  step !  " 

From  1765  to  1775  there  was  a  large  addition  to  the 
nund)er  of  families  in  town.     In  the  last  mentioned  year 
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there  was,  hy  census,  a  population  of  713,  New  lk)stoii  at 
that  time  having  569,  Wilton  628,  and  Francestown  200. 
Ljndeborough  was  among  the  first  of  the  towns  to  res[)ond 
to  the  call  to  arms  in  securing  the  rights  of  the  colonies. 
The  town  had  twenty-seven  in  the  army  in  1775,  and  more 
than  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  her  citizens  spent  more  or 
less  time  in  the  service,  some  of  whom  participated  in  the 
prominent  l)attles,  from  that  of  Hunker  Hill  till  the  close 
of  the  war.  But  this  story  is  to  be  told  to  yo\i  by  another, 
who  is  well  qualilied  to  present  the  scenes  of  war  and 
the  gloi'ies  of  victory,  for  he  himself  led  a  regiment  of 
soldiers  against  the  foe  during  the  civil  war,  and  helped 
per[)etuate  the  liberty  pur(diased  by  our  Revolutionary 
fathers.' 

There  are  still  so]n(;  matters  that  can  l)e  l)rielly  num- 
tioned  before  the  chnrch  history  of  the  town  is  noticed. 
The  first  appro[)riation  for  s(;hools  u  as  made  eJune  6,  1771, 
when  the  town  voted  to  hire  a  school,  and  chose  a  commit- 
tee of  five  to  effect  the  same,  for  which  the}'  raised  tA\elve 
])ounds  lawful  money.  In  1772  lifteen  pounds,  and  in 
1773  forty  dollars,  weie  voted,  in  1777  the  town  was 
divided  into  eight  districts,  but  all  were  regarded  as  one, 
and  one  man  was  hired  to  keep  school  in  eight  ])arts  of  the 
town.  The  next  year  school  was  ke[)t  in  four  places  by 
one  i)erson,  who  was  hired  for  a  year.  It  is  a  noticeable 
fact  that  deeds  signed  previous  to  the  year  1800  have 
usually  the  mark  of  the  \\it'e  instead  of  her  signature, 
showing  that  (nlucation  was  very  limited  in  extent  in  those 
days.  There  were  but  very  few  books  in  use  in  school. 
The  arithmetic  of  the  teacher  was  a  manuscript,  from  which 
the  scholar  co[)ied  his  rules  into  a.  bnok  of  his  own,  with 
tlie  exaujples  after  they  were  wrought.  The  book  used  by 
Jacob  Cram  in  1762  is  still  pieserved  by  his  descendants, 
and  contains  this  statement  :       Ivxamples  in  Arilhmi'tie 

'  15ii;,'adic-i-(.i<  iieinl  Alfred  F.  Uult,  fMir;;inn-Cjoiii  im1  on  llu>  st;ill  ol  the  (  omiiuuidt'i- 
iii-Cliiof  uf  .Mas.«aohiit.{'tts,  dit'd  at  Mai  liii,  l  lorida,  Dut  iiihi-r  28,  Ib'JO. 


(lone  by  me  Jacol)  Cvaiii  in  the  3'eai'  17G2  it  being  the 
twenty-third  year  of  liis  age.   l^yndeboro'  ^lareh  1(S,  17G"J." 

The  teachers  eni])h)ye(l  in  those  days  were  })0()rly  ([nali- 
fied  lor  their  ])osition.  In  one  town,  one  of  tlieni  songbt 
assistance  in  a(hling  his  school  bills,  saying,  '"•  1  ct)uld 
do  it  easy  enongh  it'  it  weie  not  for  those  half  cents.  It 
those  were  only  mills  J  should  know  what  to  do."  In 
another  town  the  j)e()])le  were  so  wrought  up  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  study  of  grammar  that  tliey  voted  to  dismiss 
the  teacher  for  his  audacity;  and  one  })erson  present  at  tlie 
nieeting,  his  heart  swelling  with  ])]ide  over  the  victor}-, 
moved  ^'that  a  vote  of  the  town  be  taken  iu)t  to  employ  a 
teacher  who  know^s  granniiar," — and  the  vote  was  cariied. 

The  girls  of  those  (hiys  were  kept  busy  from  nuirning  to 
night  carding  and  s[)inniiig,  or  caring  for  the  little  ones 
while  the  m(»ther  sat  at  her  loom.  i\Iany  of  the  girls,  like 
those  of  to-day,  longed  for  an  education,  but  saw  no  way  to 
secure  it.  The  story  is  related  of  one  such  girl  in  Lyndc- 
borough,  who  was  told  that  she  couht  not  go  to  school 
unless  she  took  the  baby  with  her,  which  she  did,  rocking 
it  to  sleep  in  a  sap-trough. 

In  1790  the  population  of  Lyndebonjugli  was  1,280,  the 
largest  in  its  history.  At  that  time  it  was  larger  than  any 
other  town  in  the  vicinity  except  Andicrst,  which  then 
included  Mont  Yeriion  and  MiUord,  aiul  which  had  2,o()9; 
while  Wilton  had  1,105,  Peterborough  861,  New  Jioston 
1,202,  and  Francestown  982.  In  1800,  Lyndeborough  had 
a  ])o[)\dation  of  970;  in  1810,  1,074;  in  1820,  l,l(;8.i 

])uring  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  [)ai)er  money  so 
de[)reciated  that  it  made  serious  trouble,  and  the  town 
chose  a  committee  Octoberlt,  1779,  to  seta  value  on  the 
necessaries  of  life  sold  in  town;  and  they  voted  to  the  min- 
ister as  his  salaiy^  that  year  seven  hundicd  and  fifty  pounds 
lawtul  money,  in  corn,  rye,  wood,  llax,  poik,  beef,  or  labor, 


1  Tlie  loss  orijopulatioii  from  1790  to  ISOU  was  iliiu  to  tLu  iucoriioiation  of  tlit-  luwiib 
of  (JreenlielU  undTeiuplo. 
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at  the  price  of  such  articles  in  1774,  that  is,  before  the  war. 
Ill  1780  the  minister's  salar}"-  was  three  thousand  pounds 
kiwful  money,  and  men  had  thirt}'  dollars  a  day  for  work- 
ing on  the  roads.  At  the  same  time  a  man  was  voted  tw<j 
hard  dollars  for  the  care  C)f  the  metiting-house  for  a  year. 

In  1795,  atter  they  were  rid  of  the  |»oor  papei-  money,  the 
town  allowed  foi-  working  on  the  road  three  shillings  (half 
a  dollar)  a  day  for  a  man,  the  same  for  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
two  sliillings  for  a  cart,  and  four  ])ence  for  iron  bar,  hoe, 
shovel,  or  axe,  but  fi'om  Novend)er  1  to  Aju-il  1  it  was  half 
tlie  above  rates. 

In  1784  there  were  fifty-seven  families  west  of  Lynde- 
borough  mountain,  and  only  one  road  leading  diiectly  to 
town. 

In  those  times  it  was  legal  to  imprison  a  man  ff)r  unj)aid 
taxes,  and  a  warrant  made  out  in  1787,  after  giving  the 
facts,  closes  in  this  way : 

These  are  therefore  in  the  name  of  the  state  of  New  Hani])shire 
to  re([uire  yon  (the  constable)  to  distrain  llie  goods  or  chattels  of 

tiie  said    (if  you  can  fiiul  the  same  in  your  pi-eciuct)  sulli- 

cient  to  satisfy  and  pay  the  above  sums,  with  the  charge  of  making- 
such  distress  by  sale  thereof,  the  over])lus  if  any  return  to  said 

 and  in  case  no  goods  or  chattels  of  the  said  can  be 

found  wliei'eon  to  distrain,  as  aforesaid,  then  connnit  him  to  the 
connnon  jail  in  said  county  and  the  jailor  is  required  to  receive 
him,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  main])rize  until  he  pay  or  sat- 
isfy the  sums  aforesaid. 

The  stone  j)ound,  which  still  stands  as  a  monument  of 
good  work,  was  built  in  1774. 

August  11),  1782,  the  tOAvn  voted  to  build  stocks  for  the 
punishment  of  disorderly  persons.  \Vhether  they  were 
ever  built  and  used,  tradition  does  not  tell  us. 

May  24,  1798,  the  town  voted  thirty  dollars  ^^to  the  pur- 
pose (A  teaching  singing  in  town  umhir  the  dii'ectit)n  ol  the 
selectmen,  ten  in  the  north,  ten  in  the  south,  and  ten  in  the 
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centre  of  tlie  town."  Later,  sixty  dollars  was  a[)i)ropri- 
ated  for  a  similar  purpose. 

In  1799  the  second  New  llanipsliire  turnpike  was  incor- 
porated, from  Amherst  to  C'laremont,  running  through  the 
eastern  part  of  Lyndel)oruugh.  The  Forest  road  was  not 
opened  until  1831. 

Jn  1797,  Scatacpiog  was  first  mentioned  in  the  pro})riet()rs' 
records,  where  common  land  was  sold  at  a  dollar  an  acre. 
Other  good  wild  land  sold  at  that  time  for  five  or  six  dol- 
lars an  acre.  About  this  time  the  tc'i-m  Purgatory"  was 
applied  to  the  falls  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  From  a 
list  of  non-resident  land  at  this  time,  the  following  descri[)- 
ti(nis  are  taken  : 

In  the  east  part  of  the  town  with  a  small  barn  24  by  30,  and  a 
shell  of  a  house  24  by  18. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  town,  ])asturing'  miserable  j)Oor  land. 

In  the  east  i)art  of  the  town  about  twenty  acres  under  improve- 
ment with  a  barn  70  by  30  and  two  small  huts  called  houses. 

In  the  east  part  of  the  town  middling  good. 

Certiiicates  of  marriage  of  those  days  are  interesting,  and 
two  specimens  are  giv^en  : 

Jan.  27  1794  This  certitieth  that  the  intentions  of  marriage 
between  INIr  David  Jennings  and  Miss  Hannah  AVellman  both  of 
this  town  have  been  twice  j)ublislied  and  it  is  more  than  three 
weeks  since  the  hrst  time  and  there  has  been  no  objection  nor  like 
to  be  any  as  I  am  informed  nor  any  difliculty  in  case  they  should 
be  married 

[Signed]  Peter  Clark,  Town  Clerk. 

A  conple  brought  the  following  certificate  to  Uev.  JNlr. 
Goodridge  : 

This  may  certify  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  Robert  Burns  of 
the  town  of  Ik'dford  and  JNlolly  Smith  of  the  town  of  New  lioston 
has  been  j)ublished  according  to  law  aiul  order  and  may  proceed  to 
marriage  for  anything  1  know. 

[Signed]  \Vm  "White  Town  Clerk. 

Jan  23,  1781. 
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A  will  dated  Nov.  10,  1771),  gives  the  widow  Unt  improve- 
ment of  lands  and  Ijnildings  lor  her  s\i])i)ort  and  that  of 
tlie  children  so  long  as  she  remains  a  widow  ;  and  il"  she 
slionld  become  a  widow  a  second  lime,  tlie  will  says,  ''it' 
she  see  fit  she  may  retnrn  to  the  possession  of  my  land  and 
buildings,  with  the  other  privileges  thereiU",  to  remain  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  same  nntil  hei-  death." 

The  following  release  from  the  payment  of  a  debt  for  a 
year,  in  171)2,  is  a.  curious  specimen  of  a  business  contract; 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we  the  snhscvibers  having 
considered  the  circiiinstanees  and  condition  and  being  requested  by 
Lieut  Thomas  Boft'ee,  who  being  indebted  to  us,  do  give  and  grant 
free  liberty  to  him  the  said  Boft'ee  that  lie  may  go  and  come,  pass  and 
re2)ass,  and  not  be  hindered  or  troubled,  oi*  put  to  any  cost  or  charge 
or  damage  by  us,  or  any  by  or  under  us,  for,  or  on  account  ot",  what 
is  due  to  us  for  the  term  of  one  year  and  if  there  shall  at  any  time 
within  said  year  from  the  date  hereof  be  any  cost  or  charge  or  dam- 
age arise  by  suit  at  any  court  or  in  any  ])reparation  for  suit  or  exe- 
cution after  suit  whatsoever ;  Do  hereby  promise  each  one  for  liim- 
self  to  said  Roffee,  the  subscribers  will  free  said  Boltee  from  said 
charge  and  from  any  part  thereof  by  paying  it  ourselves  and  after 
said  year  is  ended,  the  debt  to  be  paid  and  if  not  i)aid,  to  be  recov- 
ered by  suit  in  any  court  where  said  action  may  be  tried  and  this 
waiting  to  be  no  bar  or  hindrance  in  the  recovery  of  the  del)t  and 
interest  and  cost  thereof,  after  said  year  is  ended  and  in  testinu)ny 
of  our  free  consent  to  the  above  writing  we  have  set  to  our  se])arate 
hands  and  seals  at  Amherst  this  30  day  of  Oct  1792 

Samuel  Pollard 
Benjamin  Ejjes. 

At  the  ()})ening  of  the  century  a  company  was  orgainzed 
to  mine  for  gold  on  Scatai[U()g  mountain,  but  like  many 
later  efforts  of  the  same  kind  it  ])roved  a  failure. 

As  late  as  1801)  there  seems  to  have  been  only  one  post- 
oflice  in  this  section  of  the  county,  the  one  at  Andicrst; 
for  at  that  time  there  were  letters  advertised  in  the  Am- 
herst Cabinet^  directed  to  all  the  towns  in  the  viciirity,  and 
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us  far  away  as  Temple  and  AVeai'e.  It  was  the  })ractice  in 
many  towns  for  the  men  to  take  turns  in  going  to  Amlierst 
for  the  mail  and  the  Amherst  Calinct.  'J'he  mail  Avas  car- 
ried on  horseback  for  some  years  from  JNIont  Yeriion  to 
Greenfiehl,  through  Lyndeboroiigh.  Some  of  the  merchants 
at  the  centre  were  Major  (Tould,  John  Ordway,  Nathan 
AVheeler,  Jonathan  and  William  CHark,  Oliver  l)ixby,  Man- 
ahan  &  Tid)bs,  Samuel  T.  jNIanahan,  Daniel  AVoodward, 
AVilliam  J.  Herrick,  William  W.  Curtis. 

At  the  south  village  were  Holt  &i  Hardy,  Hardy  i& 
Stephenson,  Cram  <fc  Daniels,  liurns  &  Walhice,  l-'eter 
Smith,  Cj.  V.  Fletcher,  J.  H.  Tarbell,  W.  W.  Young,  and 
J.  H.  Tarbell  &  Son. 

The  New  Hampshire  Gazeteer  of  1823  sj)eaks  of  Lynde- 
borough  as  having  two  taverns,  two  stores,  four  saw-mills, 
three  grain  mills,  one  clothing  mill,  and  two  tanneries. 
The  clothing-  or  fulling-mill  w^as  on  Rocky  river,  where 
Warren  Eaton's  mill  now  stands,  and  one  grain  mill  was  on 
the  same  stream  above,  at  the  Stephenson  mill;  another  on 
the  same  stream  below,  and  Avest  of  south  village ;  and  the 
other  south  of  Putnam  hill,  and  below  the  ])resent  saw- 
null.  There  was  a  tanner}'  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  west  of 
Charles  lioutwell's,  carried  (Ui  by  Nehemiali  Boutwell  ;  and 
another  north  of  the  liadger  pond,  owned  by  John  Wood- 
bury. Elias  Mclntire  ke})t  a  hotel  at  that  time  where  his 
now  Nathaniel  now  lives,  and  the  othej-  was  on  the  turn- 
pike. During  the  Ivevolution  a  hotel  was  kept  by  Capt. 
liarron,  north  of  the  liadger  ])ond,  where  F.  li.  Tay  lives. 
When  Burgoyne  was  captured,  a  large  nund)er  of  people 
gathered  there  to  celebrate  the  event.  A  cask  of  tar  was 
raised  to  the  top  of  a  pine  tree,  over  which  was  placed  an 
image  of  the  Ihitish  commander,  and  aftei"  dark  the  enemy 
was  burnt  in  elligy. 

A  pottery  was  once  carried  on  by  l^eter  (.lark,  nortli  of 
the  mountain  ;  there  were  i)otash  works  west  of  CUiarles 
Boutwell's,  owned  by  Nehemiah  Houtwell;  and  there  was  a 
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forge  and  fnroace  owned  by  Henry  Cram's  sons,  east  of 
Putnam  liill. 

February  24,  1826,  tlu;  seleetineu  licensed  Daniel  Put- 
nam to  keep  a  tavern  at  his  house  lor  the  term  of  forty- 
eight  hours,  to  eommenee  at  six:  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
February  28. 

The  town  has  been  very  free  from  accidents  and  ex- 
tended epidemics.  No  serious  crimes  have  been  committed, 
so  far  as  known.  But  there  were  casualties  of  course. 
Timothy  Carletou  was  killed  at  the  rai^sing  of  the  Wilton 
meeting-house,  in  Se])tember,  177^^.  In  the  ^vinter  of  1812 
the  spotted-fever  raged  for  a  short  time,  and  thirteen  per- 
sons died  in  as  many  days.  In  November,  1809,  three  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  Lakin  were  burned  in  a  l)arn  wliile  the  family 
were  at  an  oi'dination  in  Mont  Vernoi].  John  Fish  was 
killed  May  4,  1840,  on  the  road  between  the  Forest  road 
and  Warren  Eaton's  mill.  Mrs.  Artemas  Woodward  was 
thrown  from  a  carriage  and  killed  j\lay  8,  1852,  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill  west  of  George  S[)alding's.  Samuel  Ilodgenum 
was  killed  by  lightning  June  17,  18()(). 

A  disastrous  hie  in  Portsmouth  in  1814  led  the  people  of 
Lyndeborough  to  make  a  contribution  in  money  and  provi- 
sions, with  subscriptions  from  ten  cents  to  four  dollars,  the 
whole  amounting  to  one  lunidred  and  lifty-three  dollars 
and  eleven  cents. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  HLSTOIIY. 

We  come  wow  to  the  ecclesiastical  history,  which  was  an 
integral  part  of  that  of  the  town  foi-  nt.'arly  a  hundred  years, 
as  during  this  tiuu3  the  minister  was  paid  by  the  whole 
town. 

The  first  settlers  were  trained  in  the  Puritan  faith,  and 
brought  with  them  the  I >i])le  and  catechism,  'i'hey  observed 
the  Sabbath,  and  understood  the  advantages  of  [)ublic 
worship.    They  were  men  and  women  of  fortitude,  cour- 
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age,  and  perseverance.  Such  men  were  needed  to  effect  a 
permanent  settlement  here.  It  was  a  Avild  wilderness,  far 
l'r(jni  the  villages  of  eastern  Massachusetts,  from  which 
they  came.  They  desired  to  liavc  the  (iospel  [)reaclicd  in 
their  new  home,  and  it  was  a  part  of  their  contract  that  they 
shouhl  have  a  meeting-house  and  [)reaching  within  five 
years  after  the  setthMuent  began.  The  pr()i)riet()rs  were 
also  interested  to  do  their  jjart,  so  far  as  i)ossible.  liut  it 
was  so  much  easier  to  vote  at  Sahnn  than  it  was  to  carry 
out  the  votes  in  Salem  Canada,  that  the  [)rogress  at  first 
was  sh)w  and  discouraging. 

The  proprietors  voted,  March  7,  1789,  to  place  the  meet- 
ing-house as  near  tlie  centre  of  the  townshi})  as  it  could  he, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  '"look  out  a  convenient 
s])ot  for  the  same,  and  make  re[)()rt  at  tlie  next  meeting, 
and  to  clear  a  road  from  the  end  of  the  road  already  chiared 
t(j  the  said  meeting-house  [)lace."  The  jjlace  sclec^ted  A\'as 
on  J^utnam  hill,  east  of  south  village,  in  the  upper  end  of 
the  iield  noi'th  of  k]dward  II.  J*utnan)'s,  [)artl3^  on  lot  41 
and  partly  on  lot  44,  at  the  westei'u  part  of  said  lots. 
Benjanun  Lynde  donated  twenty  acres  and  John  ('ram  ten 
for  tlie  use  of  the  meeting-honse,  which  was  to  he  set  on 
the  road  adjoiniug  said  lots.  Th(!y  vot(Ml  to  ''i)uild  and  set 
up  a  good  frame  thirty-live  feet  long,  thirty  feet  wide,  and 
twenty  feet  stud  at  on  or  before  May  10,  1740,  and  to 
nnder})in  the  same  with  good  handsome  stones."  lint  for 
various  reasons  the  frame  was  not  raised  until  Se])tend)er 
24,  1741.  41ie  bills  for  I'aising  this  frame,  as  ap[)roved  the 
next  January  by  the  pr()[)rietors,  indicate  that  the  I'uui  and 
sugar  used  on  the  occasion  cost  more'  (sixteen  [)()unds  and 
six  shillings)  than  the  bread,  fish,  and  cheese  (eleven 
pounds  and  five  sliillings).  It  took  li(|uor  in  those  days  to 
hew  tind)er  and  put  up  fi-aines,  and  one  would  judge  that 
it  was  not  used  sparingly.  The  frauie  stood  uncovered  lor 
a  long  time.  The  [)ro})rietors  voted,  August  2;3,  1713,  to 
finish  the  meeting-house  : 
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Viz.  boarding  sides  and  ends  with  feather  edged  ])()ards,  to  l)oard 
and  shingle  the  roof  and  put  on  weather  hoards  and  iinish  tlie 
covings,  to  make  and  hang  all  the  outside  doors  ;  to  lay  a  douhle 
floor  below  ;  To  make  six  seats  on  each  side  ;  To  hx  pillars  under 
the  galleries,  to  make  a  convenieney  for  the  minister  to  stand  in  to 
preaeli,  and  to  glaze  the  said  house  with  glass  seven  ijiches  one  way 
by  nine  the  other  Avay  and  to  make  live  windows. 

It  is  evident  from  the  records  that  llie  house  was  l)oar(le(l 
and  sbiiigled,  but  there  is  uo  iudieation  that  it  was  ever 
finished.  No  doubt  it  was  used  for  a  time,  but  uo  evideuee 
of  it  can  be  found  in  au}^  (jf  the  records,  h^leven  years 
later  (October  lU,  1754)  a  eonmiittee  was  ap[)ointed  to 
''view  the  meeting-house  and  see  in  wliat  manner  it  can  be 
niade  suitable  for  ])ublic  worsliip,"  and  five  ^  ears  later,  in 
1751),  the  pr()])rietors  voted  an  a|)j)r()|)riatioii  ''for  a  new 
meeting-house  to  be  erected  for  the  acconnnodatioii  of  the 
l)resent  inhal)itants."  After  the  stiij)  ^vas  taken  fiom  Salem 
Canada  and  given  to  No.  2  oi-  AV^ilton,  the  lirst  location  of 
the  meeting-house  Avas  no  longer  near  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  this  explains  the  reasons  for  building  a  new 
house.  JUit  they  did  not  wait  to  have  a  meeting-house 
built  before  they  provided  preacliing,  for  the  records  of  the 
l)roprietors  for  Decendjer  10,1741,  read,  It  being  put  to 
vote  wliether  the  word  of  God  slioidd  be  preaclied  in  the 
town  this  winter  paxsiu/  in  the  ailirmative,  and  six  pounds 
were  granted  for  that  ])urp()se.'' 

August  28,  1748,  ''John  Cram,  Jacob  Putnam,  and  John 
Dale,  Jun.,  were  appointed  a  connnittee  to  [)rocure  a  min- 
ister to  preach,  and  three  pouiuls  old  tenor  were  allowed 
for  as  many  days  as  they  shall  have  preaching  for  the  next 
six  months  ensuing."  Tlie  following  letter  was  sent  to 
L3auleborough  by  the  proj)]'ietors  December  25,  1755,  in 
answer  to  a  petition  fen-  a  minister: 

To  the  inhabitants  of  l^yndeboro'  : 

'Jlie  committee  of  the  j)roprietors  met  togethoi"  on  yoxw  petition 
for  liaving  the  preaehing  of  tlie  (h)spel  contiime  among  them,  and 
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considering  your  earnest  request  (with  wliicli  we  are  well  ])lease(l) 
and  the  advantage  it  may  he  to  the  s])iritual  and  teni})oral  interests 
ot"  the  town,  have  resolved  to  allow  to  such  (Gospel  iMiiiister  as  you 
shall  get  to  preaeh  for  the  three  following  niontlis  i"().10  old  tenor 
for  every  Sahhath  after  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  instant  month. 
I  am  in  the  name 

Your  assured  Friend 

B.  Lynde. 

Salem  Dee  25,  1755. 

The  first  meeting  in  l^yndebovougli  in  the  interests  of  a 
settled  nunistry  of  which  we  have  any  record,  is  snggestive 
of  the  practical  piety  of  th(jse  days.  It  was  held  at  the 
house  (jf  Ephraim  l^itnani,  Se))tend)er  J),  175().  After 
electing  Jonathan  Cram  moderator,  and  Jacob  Wellman 
society  clerk, — 

Voted,  To  keep  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  for  the  hlessing  of 
Almighty  God  in  choosing  a  minister  and  settling  church  order. 

They  sent  for  three  of  the  nearest  ministers  to  assist  them 
in  the  service,  and  give  "advice  in  the  weighty  matter  of 
settling  a  minister."  This  society,  thus  organized,  con- 
tinued to  care  for  the  religious  interests  of  the  coiumnnity 
until  the  town  was  incorpoi-aled  eight  years  latei",  which 
served  the  church  iu  a  business  ca[)acity  until  1S85,  when 
a  society  is  again  mentioned.  September  27,  175(),  Mr. 
John  Rand,  who  had  been  supplying  the  church  for  some 
time,  was  invited  to  settle  as  pastor,  but  he  did  not  accept 
the  call  nntil  the  next  3'ear.  lie  was  absent  from  town  so 
long  that  a  committee  was  sent  to  his  father's  to  lind  him. 
During  his  absence  Mr.  Nathan  Holt  supplied  for  a  time, 
but  was  settled  in  South  Dennis,  Mass.  December  5,  1757, 
a  church  was  organi'zed  with  eight  male  mend)ers, — and,  per- 
haps, twenty  or  more  in  all, — the  })astor  of  the  .\mherst 
church.  Rev.  Daniel  Wilkius,  and  two  delegates,  assisting 
iu  the  service.  This  was  the  seveidh  ciiurch  organize(l 
iu  the  county.    There  was  no  chuu  li  un  the  north  and 
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Avest  nearer  than  Keene,  and  the  nearest  on  tlie  sonth  and 
east  were  Andierst,  Nashua,  and  Hollis.^  Two  (hiys  after 
the  organization  of  the  church,  December  7,  Mr.  John 
Rand  was  or(Uuned.  I'he  chnrches  oji  tlie  council  were, — 
Townsend,  Rev.  Phineas  Hemingway,  pastor;  Mollis,  Jvcv. 
Daniel  P^merson,  pastor;  Hudson,  liev.  Nathaniel  Merrill, 
pastor;  iVndierst,  ]lcv.  Daniel  Wilkius,  ])astor ;  and  the 
church  in  Peppered.  Mr.  Rand  was  to  receive  forty  pounds 
from  the  [)ro[)rietors  as  a  settlement,  payable  in  three 
instalments,  and  a  yearly  sahuy  of  forty  pounds,  and  the 
society  were  to  provide  a  certain  amount  of  wood,  and 
^'one  shilling  each  for  each  soul  in  town,  and  to  increase 
the  mnnber  of  shilling's  according-  to  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  sends."  Mr.  Rand  lived  tlie  last  part  of  his  ])as- 
torate  where  Charles  Boutwell  now  lives,  but  his  term  of 
service  was  very  brief  for  those  days,  and  after  four  years 
and  four  montlis  he  was  dismissed  Ai)ril  S,  17l)*2. 

Rev.  John  Rand,  son  of  Jonathan  and  JMillicent  (Esta- 
brook)  Rand,  was  born  in  CUiarlestown,  Mass.,  Jan.  *2-l, 
1727;  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1748,  and  afterwards 
married  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  C-aptain  John  Goffe,  of  Derry- 
field,  now  Manchester.  After  leaving  I^yndeborough  he 
lived  in  (Joffstown  and  i^edford.  He  represented  Hedford 
in  tlie  convention  that  formed  the  constitution  of  Ncav 
Ham])shire,  and  died  (October  12,  1805.  He  was  said  to 
have  been  Arminian  iu  docti  ine,  but  inclined  to  the  Epis- 
copal form  of  worslii[).  He  occasioually  ministeied  to  a  few 
l)ersons  of  the  lattei*  denomination  then  resident  iu  CJoifs- 
town  and  Bedford,  but  was  never  settled  again  in  the  min- 
istry. 'I'wiii  sons,  John  and  Jonathan,  were  l)orii  to  him 
June  24,  171)2,  and  twin  sons,  Nehemiah  and  Thomas,  were 
born  May  22,  177(1.  The  other  children  were, — Mille, 
born  February  5,  17()4;  Jxobert,  born  May  18,  1707  ;  Sarah, 
born  January  20,  1774. 

1  The  first  liajitist  church  in  New  Uanriii^liire  nas  organized  two  years  before,  in 
1755;  the  lirst  Methodist  church  in  tlie  ^'late  was  gaUiered  in  1T'.»2,  mul  the  lirst  Freewill 
Uaiitist  in  1780. 
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111  October,  before  Rev.  John  llaiHl  was  settled,  tlie 
society  voted, — 

That  the  meeting-chouse  shall  he  set  on  the  road  that  goes  from 
the  heaver  pond  hridge  to  Jonathan  Cram's  Jan.,  on  a  jjlace  called 
the  Rocky  Hill  not  further  from  a  place  called  Rociky  ledge,  on  the 
road  to  the  lower  corner  of  the  town  so  called  than  the  said 
hridge  is. 

Tlie  next  year,  December  7,  1758,  the  society  record 
re  fids, — 

Bound  ourselves  to  huild  a  meeting-house  on  Rev.  John  Rand's 
lot  lying  east  of  Jonathan  Cram's  Jan.,  not  exceeding  forty  rods 
from  the  south  west  corner  of  said  lot. 

They  voted  to  build  within  a  year,  according  to  tiie  de- 
scription of  the  house,  as  mentioned  iu  a  bond  beariiio-  date 
Nov.  21,  1757." 

According  to  these  votes  the  second  meeting-house  was 
located  in  tlie  field  east  of  wliere  Mrs.  lienjaniin  Dutton,  a 
granddaughter  of  Rev.  John  Rand,  now  lives,  on  the  road 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  to  Johnson  Coi-ner.  The  pro- 
prietors voted  to  appropriate  13^.,  S-s-.,  C)d.  for  glass  and 
nails  for  this  house,  but  tlie  aid  w  as  declined  by  the  peo- 
ple, probably  on  account  of  the  small  sum  offered.  Tradi- 
tion says  the  people  were  so  much  dis[)leased  with  ]>en- 
jamin  Lyiide,  Jun.,  Esq.,  that  they  thought  seriously  of 
changing  the  name  of  the  town,  showing  that  tliey  had 
some  grit  as  well  as  grace.  The  lirst  record  of  a  meeting 
held  in  this  house  is  that  of  a  society  meeting,  .Mar(;li  1), 
1761,  and  it  is  pr(d)able  tliiit  the  new  house  began  to  be 
used  at  that  time  ;  but  it  was  occupied  only  about  ten  years, 
and  tradition  says  it  was  then  moved  nearer  the  centre, 
used  as  a  dwelling-house,  and  afterwards  burned. 

The  church,  during  the  lirst  year  of  its  organization, 
chose  Melchizedek  lioffee  and  l]j)hraim  Powers  a  com- 
mittee to    take  care  and  see  that  there  is  no  discu'der  on 
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the  Sal)l)atli  day  for  the  year  ensuing,"  and  titliing-men 
Avere  cliosen  annually  b}^  the  society,  and  aftei'wards  by  the 
town.  They  were  live  years  wiiliouta  settled  pasttn-.  Rev. 
John  Wyeth,  ot"  Cand)ri(lge,  ulterwai'ds  settled  at  Annis- 
quani,  ]\Iass.,  sup})lied  for  some  lime,  and  a  call  wns 
extended  to  Mr.  William  Chirk,  lie  v.  Anti})as  Steward,  a 
native  of  JNIarlborough,  Mass.,  and  ai'lerwards  settled  at 
Ludlow,  ]\lass.,  was  also  eallcMl  to  settle,  but  declined  the 
invitation. 

Meanwhile  some  of  the  })eo})le  were  dissatislied  with  the 
location  of  the  church,  and,  as  the  town  grew,  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  large  enough.  The  families  in  the  south-east 
part  of  the  town  were  unwilling  to  have  the  house  removed 
any  farther  from  them,  and  they  asked  for  the  ])reaching 
service  in  their  neighborhood  a  [)ortion  of  the  }'ear,  and,  a 
quarter  part  of  one  year,  services  were  held  at  Jacob  Cram's, 
where  Mr.  ^lelendy  now  lives.  The  })roi)rietors  selected  a 
])lace  for  tlie  new  meeting-house  on  John  (iould's  lot 
somewhere  west  of  Cieorge  Si)alding's.  but  the  lievins  Cor- 
ner })eople  made  so  much  objection  that  the  town  voted, 
Jidy  21,  1766, — "In  order  that  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  most 
easterly  part  of  tins  town  cordiall}'  join  with  the  other 
inhabitants  of  said  town  in  settling  tlie  Gos])el,  that  the 
meeting-house  be  built  about  half  way  between  where  the 
meeting-house  is  fixed  b}^  the  proprietoi's,  and  wliei-e  the 
meeting-house  now  stands,  that  is,  before  the  door  of  Mr. 
(Mould's  house,  where  a  heap  of  stones  is  this  instant  laid 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town."  The  town-meeting  was 
adjourned  long  enough  to  erect  this  monument  of  their 
compromise.  Kwen  then  all  were  not  satislied,  and  the 
town  referred  the  momentous  cpiestion  to  John  Coff  of 
Eedlord,  Samuel  Barr  of  Londonderiy,  and  John  Hale  of 
llollis,  who  conlii'med  the  decision  of  tlie  town  b}'^  tlieir 
report  April  27,  176S.  The  s])ot  chosen  was  where  the 
present  town-house  stands,  and  the  house — lifty  \vvX 
long,  forty  wide,  and  t went} -two  feet  post — was  linisheil 
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some  time  in  1772.  It  was  occupied  hy  the  church  and 
town  until  tlie  [jresent  eliurch  was  l)uilt  in  1(S:>7,  and  by 
tlie  town  until  the  towndiouse  was  built  in  1(845.  The  ohl 
ehurcli  was  sold  to  Jacob  Ibitler,  and  m;ide  into  a  barn. 
The  })ews  of  this  church  were  appraised  and  sohL  The  man 
paying  the  higiiest  tax  in  town  Lad  the  jnivilege  (d'  taking 
the  best  pew.  It"  he  declined,  the  second  highest  tax-pa}  er 
had  the  privilege,  etc.  The  following  descri[)lion  of  this 
old  church,  around  which  cluster  so  many  pleasimt  and  lial- 
lowed  associations,  is  given  by  I).  V.  (irant,  ]^2sq.,  and  is  no 
(hndd  accurate: 

Tt  had  three  graiul  entrances  with  (loulde  doors  surmounted  with 
heavy  ca])s,  like  a  roof  with  heavy  cornices.  It  stood  facing-  tJie 
south  after  the  custom  of  the  times,  so  as  to  he  square  with  the  sun 
at  noon.  The  soudi  door  was  covered  with  a  porch  ahuut  twelve 
hy  eighteen  feet,  with  douhle  flight  of  stairs  leading  to  the  galleries. 
This  porch,  like  the  house,  had  three  doors.  Tiie  interior  had  a 
gallery  on  three  sides;  the  singers  were  located  in  front  oi  the  j)ul- 
pit.  There  were  two  or  three  rows  of  seats  extending  around  the 
gallery,  with  free  seats  for  men  and  hoys  on  one  side,  ami  women 
and  girls  on  the  other,  and  many  a  meaning  look  and  tender  glance 
were  exchanged  in  that  holy  ])lace.  Back  of  these  free  seats  was  a 
row  of  })ews  of  the  sheep-pen  pattern  of  those  times,  with  seats 
around  the  sides.  In  the  body  of  tlie  house  was  one  broad  aisle 
leading  from  the  south  entrance  to  the  ])uli)it,  and  also  a  narrower 
one  extending  around  the  house,  leaving  a  row  of  j)ews  between  it 
and  the  wall,  raised  ahout  eight  inches  above  the  rest  of  the  pews 
on  the  ground  floor.  The  central  i)art  of  the  house  liad  scpiare 
pews  with  seats  all  around,  so  that  the  children  and  servants  sat 
with  their  backs  to  the  minister.  All  the  pews  were  surmounted 
with  a  railing  ten  or  fifteen  inches  a])ove  the  jianel  work,  sustained 
by  spindles  like  the  rounds  of  a  modern  chaii*.  The  front  seats 
were  hung,  not  on  golden  hinges,  and  were  usually  turned  uj)  dur- 
ing prayer,  when  all  the  congregation  stood.  With  the  amen,  down 
came  the  seats  with  an  almost  deafening  roar,  like  that  of  the  tiring 
of  the  old  slam-hang  infantry  in  the  sham  light  of  muster.  'I'he 
puljiit  was  huilt  high,  uptm  the  <;enti'e  of  the  north  side,  with  nice 
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panel  work  painted  to  represent  mahogany  veneers.  Pulpits  in 
those  days  were  built  for  sucli  fiery  si)eakers  as  John  Knox,  of 
whom  it  is  said,  er  he  haid  done  with  his  sermone,  was  sae  active 
and  vigorous,  that  he  was  like  to  ding  the  i)ulpit  in  blades  and  flie 
out  of  it."  Beneath  the  2>i^ilpit  ii^  front  was  the  deacon's  seat,  par- 
tially hidden  by  a  wooden  screen  to  which  tlie  comnumion  ta])le  leaf 
was  attached,  whicli  could  be  let  down  when  not  in  use.  Over  tlie 
minister's  head  was  the  indispensable  sounding-board,  nearly  round 
and  several  feet  in  diameter,  looking  like  an  inverted  top,  and 
children  used  to  wonder  what  would  become  of  the  minister  if  it 
should  fall  upon  his  head. 

Rev.  Sewall  Goodridge,  after  three  separate  calls  from 
the  town  to  settle,  aec;e[)te(l  their  invitation,  and  at  tiie 
close  of  liis  letter  of  acceptance  ilesires  the  prayers  of  the 
people  "that  God  of  bis  infinite  mercy  may  be  with  me  at 
all  times;  that  his  grace  may  dwell  within  my  lieart;  that 
his  spirit  may  lead  and  gnide  me  in  all  trntli,  even  as  it  is 
in  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  according  to  Godliness;  tiiat  his 
spirit  may  descend  into  my  heart,  even  a  spirit  of  truth 
and  purity,  integrity  and  uprightness;  that  1  may  be 
enabled  to  see  more  and  more  of  the  excellency  and  amia- 
bleness  of  that  religion  which  I  myself  profess,  and  which 
1  shall,  or  may,  from  time  to  time  communicate  to  others; 
that  I  nuiy  be  nnuKi  faithful  and  abundantly  snccessful  to 
your  souls  of  all  such  as  sliall  hear  me;  that  1  nuiy  be 
enabled  to  [)reach  Christ  and  him  crucified,  and  rightly 
and  sincerely  divide  the  truths  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
administer  the  oracles  of  (iod  unto  you  in  tlie  truth  and 
purit}^  of  the  same." 

Mr.  (joodridge  was  ordained  Se[)tendjer  7, 1708,  and  there 
were  })resent  at  his  ordination, — bis  i)astor,  llev.  Zabdiel 
Adams  of  Lunenburg,  Mass.,  who  })robal)]y  ])ieached  the 
sermon,  liev.  dobn  Payson  of  b'ilcbl)urg,  Rev.  Nathaniel 
INIerrill  of  Hudson,  Kev.  Daniel  W'ilkins  of  Andierst,  Kev. 
Daniel  Emerson  of  llollis,  Kev.  Joseph  Emerson  of  Pep- 
perell,  liev.  Stei)hen  Farrar  of  New  Ipswich,  Kev.  dona- 
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than  Livevniore  of  Wilton,  and  Kev.  Jose})li  Kiddur  of 
Nashua. 

Jvev.  Sewall  Goodridge,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(lMiilli[)s)  Goodridge,  born  in  l^nnenhni-g,  Mass.,  July  18, 
174i^,  was  the  fiftli  generatioji  from  William,  who  came 
probald}^  from  liury  Saint  Kdumnds,  Suffolk  count}^,  Eng- 
land, to  Watei'town,  j\lass.,  where  he  was  aduiitted  to  the 
bar  in  1(342,  having  his  home  near  what  is  now  Ahnmt 
Auburn.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  college  in  17l)4, 
and  continued  pastor  of  the  church  here  until  he  dicnl,  M;ircli 
14,  1800,  after  a  i)astorate  of  h)rty  years  and  six  months — 
tlie  longest  by  many  years  of  any  in  the  history  of  the 
cliurch.  lie  received  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  (h)llars 
as  a  settlement  from  tlie  ])roi)rietors,  and  two  hnn(hed  acres 
of  land,  which  he  selected  for  a  home,  noj-tli  of  the  j)()nd 
where  William  Fisk  now  lives.  lU;  was  to  have  au  annual 
salary  of  forty  pounds  until  there  should  be  seveidy  families 
in  town,  then  forty-live  pounds  until  there  shoidd  be  a 
hundred  families,  and  after  that  tifty  i)onnds.  He  had  a 
successful  ministry,  and  was  a  preacher  of  sound  doctrine. 
He  was  a  prouiinent  and  successful  business  man,  long  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  towni,  and  i)robably  wrote  and  wit- 
nessed more  deeds  than  aii}^  man  in  iowu  since  his  day. 
He  \N'as  a  liberty-loving  man,  and  when  the  conung  storms 
of  the  Revolution  began  to  lower,  and  the  op])ression  of  the 
mother  countrv  and  the  rights  of  men  began  to  hn  discussed 
all  over  the  land,  he  and  his  peoi)le  were  not  ignorant  of 
these  things,  and  both  minister  and  pe()i)le  warndy  es[)oused 
the  cause  of  the  colonies,  in  the  secuutl  year  of  his  pas- 
torate twenty- four  united  with  the  church,  and  there  were 
additions  almost  eveiy  year  foi-  tNventy  years. 

Mr.  (loodridge  was  in  feeble  health  in  the  later  years  of 
his  life,  but  was  accustomed  to  gather  the  children  on  the 
forenoon  of  Election  day  and  hear  them  recite  the  catechism. 
He  married  Phebe  Putnam,  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  and 'Hiis 
bringing  his  wife  to  town,''  savs  l\ev.  E.  U.  Claggett,  'Mvas 
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an  event  of  exciting  interest  among  his  jieople.  riiey  came 
in  a  two-wlieeled  cliaise,  a  vehicle  that  had  scarce)}"  been 
seen  in  any  of  our  towns  at  that  early  peiiod.  Mr.  Jacob 
Wellman  was  decidedly  (d"  the  ()[)inion  tliat  they  would  not 
be  able  to  come  through  witli  the  carj-iage,  or  at  least  that 
the  lady  would  not  have  courage  to  ride  in  it  all  the  way. 
^Vccordingiy  he  saddled  and  [)illioned  his  horse,  thinking  he 
nnght  have  the  honor  of  bringing  the  bride  himself.  l>ut 
it  was  tinally  concluded  that  the  minister  and  his  wife 
should  both  kec])  th.eir  seats,  while  six  strong  men  followed 
beliind  to  keej)  the  chaise  right  side  up." 

INIr.  Goodridge  resigned  in  180tj,  but  the  town  continued 
him  in  office  and  voted  him  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars while  he  lived,  lie  died  on  town-meeting  day,  and  the 
town-clerk  made  the  following  record  : 

After  the  votes  for  governor  were  counted,  the  melancholy 
news  of  the  death  of  oar  former  pastor,  the  l\ev.  Sewall  Goodridge, 
was  brought  into  the  house  by  Dea.  Peter  Clark,  upon  which  the 
town  passed  the  following  votes  or  resolutions : 

Voted  una7iimousl//,  To  assist  the  bereaved  family  at  the  funeral 
and  in  burying  our  Rev.  pastor,  Mr.  Goodridge. 

VotejI.,  To  choose  a  committee  of  seven  and  that  they  be  instructed 
to  bury  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goodridge  in  a  de(tent,  respectful,  and  minis- 
terial manner,  to  send  to  and  request  all  tlie  ministers  to  atten(b 
make  provision  for  their  entertainment,  and  pay  all  funeral  charges, 
except  for  the  mourning  garments  of  the  family. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  the  bill  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  ujinisters  and  others  included  ten  gallons  of  genuiue 
West  India  rum,  which  in  those  days  the  solemnities  and 
dignity  of  the  occasu)n  obviously  demanded. 

The  first  couple  married  in  Lyndelxu'ough  by  the  Rev. 
]\[r.  Goodridge  were  Josejih  Wilkins  and  (irace  Hutchinson. 

If  the  historian  should  estimate  a  church  from  the  stand- 
point ot"  its  records  simply,  he  would  gain  a  very  w^rong 
impression  of  its  character   and  work,  for  a  record  is 
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made  of  all  dissensions  and  dil'Hculties  bnt  nothing  is 
said  of  the  3'ears  of  })ros[)erit3\  The  ciuucli  in  T^ynde- 
boi'ongli  was  not^alone  in  having  oeeasions  for  (hsei])line. 
The  men  of  those  times  had  strong  will  ])()\ver.  They  had  to 
eontend  with  almt)st  insurmonntable  dit'tiealties  in  estab- 
lishing homes  for  themselves.  I'he  times  develo[)ed  a  rug- 
ged independenee  and  individnality  of  eharaeter,  and  it  was 
not  strange  that  some  s])arks  of  tire  should  tly  wiien  sueli 
Hint  and  steel  came  in  contact.  Hut  the  spirit  of  their 
Master  had  a  wonderful  power  over  their  lives,  and  when 
they  found  tlunnselves  waxing  warm  in  debate,  or  troubled 
by  each  others'  faults,  they  sought  advice  of  ijeighboring 
churches,  and  were  prompt  to  make  suitable  confession  if 
rebnked  by  their  counsellors.  few  extracts  from  the 
jccords  of  the  church  during  these  yeais,  which  iuclnded 
the  stormy  times  of  the  IJevobdiou,  may  not  h(;  without 
interest. 

A[)iil  lO,  1709,  the  church  voted  that  six  weeks  intei'vene 
between  the  communion  seasons,  and  tliat  the  ])r()portion 
of  contributions  for  the  sni)port  of  the  communion  be  two 
co])pers  from  each  member."  It  was  also  Voted,  tiiat  no 
l)erson  be  permitted  to  partake  w  ith  the  members  of  this 
cluirch  more  than  twice  or  three  times  successively  without 
pr(Hlucing  a  recommendation  or  a  dismission  from  the 
church  to  which  they  belong."  The  next  record  in  ITtil)  is 
suggestive:  ''After  debate,  voted  to  choose  three  choiis- 
ters,  Andrew  Fuller,  Osgood  Carleton,  and  William  Bar- 
ron, to  take  the  (uire  and  set  the  Psalms  in  the  public  con- 
gregation." 

At  another  time  they  voted  that  the  mend)ers  of  the 
church  sit  in  [)raising  God  in  the  time  of  divine  service,  and 
that  this  vote  be  recorded  in  this  book."  A  few  years  hiter 
the  record  says  they  *'  agreed  by  a  great  majoi-ity  of  the 
church  that  every  meml)er  stand  ov  sit  as  they  nuiy  think  it 
convenient  in  time  of  siuging  in  public  devotion  on  the 
Lord's  day." 
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Again :  The  churcli  considered  an  article  to  see  if  the 
church  will  consult  anything  about  the  singing  in  the  house 
of  God  on  the  Lord's  da}'  as  there  are  several  persons  uit- 
casy  about  the  safene,"  and  later  they  voted  "Hhat  the  read- 
ing the  Psalm  or  hynni  by  the  deacons  l)e  carried  on  as 
usual  in  the  forenoon,  exce[)t  the  Psalm  or  hymn  will  not 
admit  of  reading  and  in  sucli  case  the  chorister  to  signify 
the  same  to  the  deacons  by  speaking  or  some  other  token  or 
sign,  for  twelve  months  from  this  day  and  the  deacons  omit 
reading  in  the  afternoon." 

In  1779,  voted  that  Dr.  Watts  version  of  the  Psalms  be 
used  for  the  three  months  next  ensuing."  About  this  time 
a  large  committee  was  chosen  to  make  a  new  draft  of  the 
covenant,  which  after  mature  deliberation  was  adoj)ted, 
and  all  present  subscribed  to  it.  It  was  strongly  orthodox. 
At  one  time  complaint  w^as  made  against  a  brother  of  the 
church  for  giving  imprudent  advice  and  for  wi'onging  the 
truth,"  and  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  j'cferrcd 
reported, — ''We  have  examined  the  evidence  on  both  sides 
and  have  done  our  endeavor  to  })ersuade  the  parties  to  agree 
but  to  no  purpose,  we  therefore  take  this  (j|)portunity  to 
inform  the  church  that  it  is  our  opinion  that  it  is  nioi'e  to 
the  honor  of  (liod  and  to  the  j)eac(!  and  cond'ort  of  this 
cliurch  that  the  aforesaid  com[)laint  be  disnussed  by  the 
church." 

At  another  time  a  member  of  the  church  brought  before 
it  several  complaints  against  the  pastor,  three  of  them  as 
follows : 

(1)  1  ai)})reheiul  I  {;aii  })oiiit  out  some  ])artic  iilai-  times  when 
liquor  or  strong  drink  has  a  dilterent  and  iinex})ected  etleet  with  the 
pastor  to  me  as  well  as  to  the  pastor  liiniself  according  to  liis 
acknowledgment. 

(2)  I  a})prehen(l  the  i)astor  is  cliargeable  with  disregarding  the 
truth  in  the  matter  of  moving  a  fence,  vtc. 

(3)  1  appreliend  the  pastor  ('hargi'al)h^  with  unfaitlifuliiess  as  to 
his  word  and  promises  in  his  dealing  with  others. 
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In  reply  to  the  complaint  concerning  the  '^lifferent  and 
unexpected  effect"  of  liqnor,  the  pastor  says,  ''Though  1 
have  never  been  drunk  with  strong  li(jnor,  yet  1  liavc  })ei- 
ceived  it  to  have,  at  particiihir  times,  a  different  effect  from 
^vhat  I  expected,  but  can  not  all(nv,  by  any  means,  1  am 
l)ecome  a  slave  to  it."  To  the  second  charge,  of  disregard- 
ing the  trutli,  he  says,  '*  I  know  not  even  the  coh)r  of  a 
disregard  to  the  truth,  though  there  was  a  contradiction." 
To  the  third  complaint,  as  to  breaking  promises,  he  sa3's, 

I  have  never  knowing!}^  made  a  promise  but  1  have  either 
fulfilled  or  endeavored  to  fnllill  it,  unless  Providence  shut 
the  door  by  disa[)pointment."  'Jlie  complaints  were  dis- 
missed by  the  iduirch,  and  the  complainant  confessed  tljat 
matters  did  not  a})pear  to  him  in  snch  an  aggravated  light 
as  when  he  exhibited  the  (^omj)laint. 

The  highest  outward  respect  was  paid  to  the  Christian 
ministr}^  in  those  days.  When  the  i)astor  approached  the 
church  on  the  Sabbath  the  })eoi)le  [)arted  to  the  right  "and 
left,  while  the  minister  and  his  wife  passed  between,  both 
})arties  [)olitely  exchanging  civilities.  VvHien  the  services 
closed  in  the  church,  mjt  an  individual  left  his  [)ew  until 
the  minister  left  the  pul}>it  and  passed  down  the  aisle. 

From  171J7  to  1806  no  rect)rds  of  the  church  can  be  found, 
neither  of  baptisms  nor  of  admissions  to  the  church,  but  in 
1807  the  clerk,  Dea.  Aaron  Lewis,  was  requested  to  make 
out  a  satishu.'tory  record.  As  a  result,  the  names  of  those 
baptized  are  given,  but  no  dates. 

October  18,  1807,  tlic  church  voted  to  give  Mr.  Jesse 
Fisher,  of  Princeton,  and  afterwards  settled  in  Scotland, 
Conn.,  a  call  to  settle,  but  there  is  no  record  of  the  con- 
currem;e  of  the  town.  A  call  was  given  Rev.  Jaazaniah 
C'rosby,  of  Hebron,  but  tlu;  council  refused  to  settle  him 
because  of  ids  lack  of  soundness  in  theology.  He  after- 
wards settled  in  (yharlestown,  and  later  became  a  Unitarian 
preacher. 

Kev.  Abraham  Randall,  of  Stow,  Mass.,  jnevionsly  set- 
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tied  in  Manchester,  Mass.,  accepted  a  call  provided  the 
town  wonld  '^furnish  him  twelve  cords  of  good,  hard,  dry 
wood  yearly,"  bnt  the^  ])eoj)le  said  ''Nay,"  and  he  did  not 
settle  witli  them. 

In  1811  there  were  108  members,  and  Uev.  Nathaniel 
Merrill  was  ordained  C)ctol)er  30,  1811,  of  that  year.  The 
pastors  and  churches  assisting  at  the  ordination  uere, — 
Kev.  Elijah  Parish,  I).  Hylield,  Mass.,  Kev.  Isaac  J^ra- 
nian  of  Jlowley,  Mass.,  Ivev.  James  W.  Woodward  of 
Norwich,  Vt.,  I^ev.  Jeremiali  Harnard  of  Amherst,  Kev. 
Ebenezer  IJill  of  Mason,  Rev.  Thomas  Keede  of  Wilton, 
and  Rev.  E})hraim  P,  J^radfoi'd  of  New  P>oston. 

The  new  nunister  was  a  man  of  ardent  temperament 
and  tender  sensibilities,  and  soon  won  the  aif'cctions  of  his 
})eo[)le.  Feeling  tlie  power  of  the  (h)S[)el  himself,  he  knew 
well  how  to  reach  the  mind  and  heart,  and  his  ministry 
was  long  and  very  snccessful.  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  united  with  the  churcli  in  tljc  first  twelve  yeai's  of 
his  pastorate.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century,  religion  in 
this  country  was  at  its  lowest  ebb.  The  [)rayer-mee ting- 
had  not  then  been  developed  as  a  ])Ower  in  the  church, 
but  the  true  si)irit  ot  a  religious  life  was  not  dead,  onl}^ 
dormant.  In  l)ecend)er,  1823,  a  religious  association  was 
organized,  whicli  might  well  be  called  the  original  Society 
of  Chiistian  Endeavor,  as  its  aim,  method,  and  constitution 
were  almost  exactly  those  of  the  [)resent  society  by  that 
name.  'The  tollowing  is  the  constitution  of  this  early 
religious  society  of  Lyndeborough  : 

We  the  subscribers  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  society  for 
religious  inn)roveiiient,  and  as  a  sunnnary  of  our  belief  of  the  lead- 
ing truths  entertained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  we  a(lo})t  the  con- 
fession of  faith  used  in  this  churcli,  and  we  humbly  entreat  the 
guidance  and  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  assist  us  in  our  Cliris- 
tian  course,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  ])ert"(n'm  every  duty  wliicli 
devolves  u})on  us  with  filial  l)iety.  And  that  our  meeting  may 
prove  a  blessing  to  our  own  souls  and  the  souls  of  those  around  us, 
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we  furthermore  agree  in  the  strengtli  of  Christ  to  ol)serve  tlie 
following  rules  and  regulations  : 

(1)  I'liat  the  present  pastor  of  the  church  ]>e  the  president  of 
the  society. 

(2)  That  a  vice-pres'dent  he  chosen  cpiarterly,  to  act  as  2)res- 
ident  in  his  a])sence. 

(3)  Tluit  a  secretary  be  chosen  at  the  first  meeting  in  January 
annually,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  kee])  the  records  of  the  society. 

(4)  That  we  will  meet  once  a  fortnight  in  the  afternoon  or  even- 
ing of  Monday  at  such  hour  and  idace  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the 
society. 

(5)  That  in  (!ase  of  absence  we  will  render  an  excuse  if  requested. 
(G)  'i'liat  our  meetings  be  opened  and  closed  with  prayer  and 

singing. 

(7)  Tliat  none  of  us  will  decline  leading  in  prayer  when 
re(|uested  by  the  2)resident,  uidess  for  special  reasons.  (In  this 
article  male  members  are  intended.) 

(8)  That  ex])erimental  religion  be  the  frequent  subject  of  con- 
versation :  and  that  the  president  may  select  a  passage  of  Scri})ture 
at  each  meeting  to  be  discussed  by  the  mend)ers  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

(9)  Resolved,  that  we  will  be  free  to  i-elate  to  each  other  our 
feelings  and  views  ui)on  religion. 

(10)  That  strict  order  be  observed  during  our  meetings  and  that 
but  one  speak  at  a  time. 

(11)  That  no  person  either  male  or  female  will  be  expected  to 
meet  with  this  society  more  than  once,  unless  such  person  unites 
with  us  by  signing  this  constitution. 

(12)  That  the  above  constitution  may  receive  such  amendments, 
alterations  or  additions  as  the  society  may  thiidc  expedient. 

Dec,  1823. 

The  constitution  was  signed  by  twenty-four  ])ersons ; 
and  the  meetings  thus  establisiied,  together  with  the 
remarkable  C'hristian  experience  of  J^arron,  son  of  (iqjt. 
William  and  Sarah  Clark,  who  died  A])ril  18,  182(),  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  were  the  ap])arent  means  whiidj  led  to 
the  extensive  revival  of  that  year,  the  gi'catest  which 
the  church  in  Lyndeborough  ever  experienced.  ''There 
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were  but  few  families,"  said  the  pastor  afterwards,  in 
whicli  tliere  were  not  some  eitlier  dee[)ly  im])resse(l  or 
rejoicing-  in  liojje.  The  Lord  seemed  to  come  down  like  a 
mighty  wijid,  prostrating  sinners  and  bringing  them  sub- 
missively to  Chris^-.  In  this  work  (iod  was  ])leased  to 
magnify  and  honor  in  a  striking  manner  his  own  institu- 
tions. Thongh  some  were  ai'rested  and  brought  in  who 
were  o[)en  des])isers  of  the  Divine  truth  of  C'hiistianity, 
and  who  seemed  to  be  far  from  the  kingdom,  yet  nearly  all 
liad  been  accustomed  to  attend  on  the  means  of  gi'ace." 
'J'liose  parts  of  the  town  where  the  peo})le  uniformly 
attended  religious  worship  were  the  parts  most  signally 
blest.  One  hundred  and  seven  united  with  the  church  at 
that  time  as  the  fruits  of  the  revival,  and  seven  or  eight 
young  men  were  led  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  work  of  the 
ministr}^,  among  them  l^ev.  James  IJoutwell,  Rev.  Benjamin 
F.  Clark,  Rev.  Charles  Whiting,  Rev.  James  Ilervey  Mer- 
rill, and  Rev.  David  P.  French.  One  hundred  and  four- 
teen more  united  Avith  the  chtu'ch  during  the  remainder  of 
IMr.  IMei'i-ill's  pastorate — making  four  hundred  and  eighteen 
in  all,  a  gi'and  record  for  ])astt)r  and  })eople. 

It  was  during  this  })astorate  that  the  lecture-house  was 
built  in  North  Fyndeborough.  At  the  suggestion  of  Rev. 
Moses  Bradford,  of  Francestowii,  the  ministers  of  that  town, 
and  of  Lyndeborough,  New  lioston,  and  Mont  Vernon, 
agreed  to  establish  a  Wednesday  lecture  at  North  Lynde- 
borough to  acconnnodate  parts  of  the  four  towns  adjoining. 
It  was  to  be  held  in  the  afternoon  every  other  Wednesday, 
and  these  four  ministers  were  to  preach  in  turn,  the  others, 
as  far  as  jniicticable,  to  be  [)resent.  At  lirst  it  Avas  given 
in  private  houses,  then  in  Parker  hall  ;  then  in  1813  a  lec- 
ture-house was  built,  which  was  used  about  forty  }ears. 
Out  of  this  movement  began  the  icvival  ofLSl'i.and  llie 
neighborhood  Sunday  evening  prayer-meeting,  whieh  was 
held  for  many  yeai's. 

Mr.  Merrill  lived  in  the  house  o})[>osite  (Jeorge  Sjjal- 
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(ling's,  the  place  having  been  given  to  the  town  for  a  [)ar- 
sonage  by  Benjamin  Lynde,  Jr. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  church  became  a  sep- 
arate institution  from  tlie  town.  Tims  far  tlie  town  had 
paid  the  minister's  salary,  as  one  of  its  necessary  exjjenses, 
and  had  joined  with  trie  church  in  calHng  and  dismissing 
l)astors.  lUit  men  of  other  denominations,  or  of  no  relig- 
ious belief,  began  to  liock  into  the  town,  and  they  were 
restive  under  a  tax  in  which  they  had  no  interest,  and  a 
state  law  was  passed  before  the  se})aration  took  jjhice  by 
which  they  could  be  excused  from  such  taxation.  The 
following  are  specimens  of  notifications  sent  to  the  select- 
men at  this  time  : 

To  the  selectmen  of  Lyiuleboro'.  This  may  certify,  that  I  differ 
in  religious  opinion  from  Rev.  Nathaniel  Merrill  and  ohjet^t  to  you 
and  your  successors  in  olfice  hereafter  taxing  my  poll  or  estate 
toward  the  supi)ort  of  })reuehing  in  this  town. 

Sir :  for  ])articular  reasons  I  wish  not  to  be  taxed  to  Mr.  Merrill 
again  till  I  think  different. 

Gentlemen :  This  may  certify  that  I  differ  from  Rev.  Nathaniel 
INIerrill's  religion,  and  therefore  I  refuse  to  pay  him  any  minister 
tax  and  shall  not. 

These  changes  in  nuinsterial  su[)port  led  jAIr.  Merrill  to 
resign,  and  he  was  dismissed  'Iidy  '28,  1885,  after  twenty- 
three  years  and  eight  months'  service.  Many  years  have 
now  elapsed,  but  he  has  not  ceased  to  be  lovingly  remem- 
bered. He  was  a  genuine  son  of  consolation,  and  his  nnn- 
isterial  brethren  used  to  speak  of  him  as  tlie  lieloved  Mer- 
rill," and  he  was  often  called  by  them  to  assist  in  revival 
work,  for  which  he  had  peculiar  (pialitications. 

Rev.  Nat  lianiel  Merrill,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (  b^-iend  ) 
Merrill,  was  born  in  that  part  of  Rowley  now  (ieorgetown, 
Mass.,  I)ecend)er  4,  1782,  and  died  there,  while  on  a  visit, 
July  4,  l8ol>.     lie  ])rc'pared  h)r  college  at  Dunnner  acad- 
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emy,  Avas  graduated  at  Dai  tmoutli  college  in  1801),  and 
studied  theology  with  Dr.  Elijah  Parish,  at  Bytield,  and 
v/ith  Dr.  Samuel  S])ring,  of  New  huryport.  He  niai-riud 
l>etsey  Car};enter,  at  Norwich,  V't.,  January  22,  181:^. 
lliree  of  his  sons  were  graduated  at  Darlinouth,  aiul  (jne, 
Kev.  James  IJervey,  was  pastor  at  West  Andover.  Mass.. 
for  many  years.  After  leaving  Lynihiborough,  Mr.  Mer- 
rill was  settled  in  Wolcott,  N.  Y.,  in  8eptend)er,  1835, 
and  was  ]:)ast()r  there  at  tlie  time  of  his  death  at  his  old 
home  in  (ieorgetown,  wdiere  he  was  huricd. 

The  Sabbatli-sehool  was  established  in  ISI'.),  but  the  lirst 
mention  made  of  it  in  the  records  is  a  vote  of  the  churcth, 
November  8,  1821,  ''That  a  contribution  to  defray  the 
(;x})euses  of  the  Sunday-school  be  taken  on  Thanksgiving 
Day." 

On  January  2,  1822,  the  town  voted  that  certain  indi- 
viduals have  the  ])rivilege  of  erecting  a  stove  in  the  meet- 
ing-house. Until  this  time  there  had  been  no  way  of 
warming  the  house,  except  as  foot-stoves  ^vere  earried.  tilled 
with  coals.  Tliis  <]uestion  of  introducing  stoves  was  dis- 
cussed with  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  and  was  oj)[josed  in 
this  town,  as  in  many  others.  One  (jkl  Kevolutionar}^  hero 
is  reported  as  saying, — ''J  liave  attended  church  these  fifty 
years;  1  liave  fought  the  British  scNen  years;  1  have  slept 
in  a  tent  on  the  frozen  ground  with  nothing  but  a  blanket 
to  cover  me;  1  have  trod  the  snow-path  with  bleeding  feet 
nearly  naked, — and  if  Mr.  Merrill  wants  a  lire,  let  him  go 
to  the  place  where  they  keep  one  all  the  }'ear  round." 

October  27,  1885,  the  first  mention  of  a  society  or  ])arish 
is  found,  and  a  vote  was  i)assed  to  I'aise  the  salary  by  vol- 
untary contributions.  Later  they  seem  to  have  taxed  the 
members  of  tlie  society,  and  sometimes  all  tlie  mend)ers  of 
the  church,  though  not  mend)ers  of  the  legal  st)ciety.  Some 
of  these  brethren  neglecited,  on  the  ]»lea  of  i)overty,  to  pay 
the  assessments,  which  made  ccmsiderable  tiouble,  but  the 
matter  was  referred  to  a  connniilec  from  other  churches, 
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and  ill  the  case  of  one  brother  tliey  recoiuinended  that  'Mie 
iii'st  pay  all  he  thinks  lie  ought  to  and  not  l)e  mean,  and 
tlien  rellect  upon  ])aying  the  remainder.*' 

Rev.  Jacob  VVliite  su[)plied  the  church  late  in  1885,  and 
was  ordained  January  13,  18B(j.  The  sermon  was  by  Rev. 
Silas  Aiken,  of  Amherst^'-;  ordaining  prayer,  by  Hey.  K.  W 
Bradford,  of  New  lioston;  charge,  by  Rev.  John  M.  A\diitoii, 
of  Antrim  ;  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  Austin  liich- 
ards,  of  Francestown ;  address  to  the  church,  b}^  Rev.  Hum- 
phrey Moore,  1).  1).,  of  j\Iilford. 

Mr.  White  was  a  thorouglily  educated  man,  a  s(jund 
theologian,  a  good  writer,  and  an  able  and  instructive  min- 
ister of  the  (iospel.  He  was  pastor  four  yeai's  and  a  hiilf, 
and  was  dismissed  June  30,  1840.  Fourteen  united  with 
the  church  during  his  i)astorate.  It  was  during  this  time 
that  the  present  church  and  parsonage  were  erected.  The 
church  worshij)[)ed  in  the  old  meeting-liouse  for  the  last 
time,  Novemlier  2(),  1837.  j\Ir.  White  on  that  day  preached 
a  historical  sermon  from  the  text,  Zech.  1:5,''  Your  fathers, 
wliere  are  they?  and  the  pro])liets,  do  they  live  forever?" 
An  original  hymn  was  sung,  written  by  Dr.  Israel  Herrick. 
The  new  church  was  dedicated  three  days  later,  Novem- 
ber 29,  183)7,  with  a  sermon  by  the  pastor,  and  ])rayer  of 
dedication  and  consecration  by  Kev.  10.  1*.  Hradford,  of 
New  l)Oston.  Another  original  hymn  by  Dr.  Herriek  was 
sung. 

Jacob  AVhite  was  born  in  JOast  Bridge  water,  Mass.,  No- 
vember 20,  180G,  and  died  in  Lyndeborough,  while  on  a 
visit,  April  3,  18G5.  He  secured  the  means  for  his  educa- 
tion through  great  personal  effort,  graduating  at  Brown 
University  in  1832,  and  at  Andover  in  1835.  The  year 
after  leaving  I  yndeliorough,  he  suffered  from  ill  health, 
but  supplied  for  nine  months  in  l^lynioutli,  Mass.  He  was 
jiastor  at  Orleans,  Mass.,  from  1841  to  1801,  and  I'esided  in 
Orleans  until  18G5,  when  he  removed  to  liridgewater,  his 
early  home. 
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For  two  years  the  cliurcli  was  very  acceptably  supplied 
1)}^  Rev.  William  Ricliardsou,  who  had  just  closed  a  [)ast(jr- 
ate  of  teu  years  at  Wiltou. 

IJev.  Ivory  Kiud)all  was  installed  Deceiuhei  i^S.  1842,  on 
a  salary  of  four  huudred  dollars,  w  ith  the  us(i  of  tlie  parson- 
age biuldings  aud  laud  and  ])arsouage  i)ew,  which  he 
acce[)ted  oii  condition  that  he  should  he  paid  punctual  I  ij. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  ivcv.  \Vm.  T.  Savage,  of 
Amherst;  installing  })rayer,  by  Itev.  E.  P.  Ihadford,  of  New 
lioston  ;  charge,  by  Uev.  John  M.  Whiton,  of  Antrim  ;  and 
right  hand  ot"  felhnvshij),  by  Rev.  \\'illiam  Richardson,  of 
Deering.  ]\lr.  Kimball  lalxjred  faithfidly  and  successfully, 
but  continued  ill  health  led  him  to  lesign,  and  lie  was  dis- 
missed Februar}'^  24,  1840,  after,  a  little  more  than  three 
years'  service.  One  ol  the  reniai'kable  events  of  his  })as- 
t(jrate  was  the  vote  of  the  chur(;h,  A[)ril  4,  1844,  en(h)rsing 
strong  resolutions  condemning  slavery  as  a,  "'system  of  fear- 
ful wrong — a  sin  against  (Jod — at  \\  ar  with  the  letter  and 
s})irit  of  the  Bible  and  the  dearest  rights  of  man  h)r  tinui 
and  eternity  ;"  and  asserting  that  tlu^  emanci[)ation  of  the 
enslaved  ought  to  take  place  without  delay.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  voted  in  favor  of  these  resolutions  and  only 
six  against  them,  sliowing  that  the  church  took  strong 
ground  for  those  times  on  the  vital  (piestion  of  slavery. 

Ivory  Kind)all  was  born  in  \Vells,  Me.,  Septend)er  21, 
1805.  Studied  theology  at  liangor  Seminary  in  1834  ; 
was  ordained  at  Limington,  Me.,  where  he  \Nas  pastor  to 
1841.  After  leaving  ijyndel)orougli,  he  resided  at  I^lge- 
comb,  Afe.,  and  was  pastor  there  fiom  1851  to  th(^  time  of 
his  death,  July  24,  1853. 

Kev.  Erastus  1>.  Claggett  was  ordained  at  l.y ndeborough, 
Septend)er  30,  1840.  The  sermon  was  by  Rev.  John 
Woods,  of  New[)ort ;  orchiining  ])rayer,  by  l\ev.  Jonathan 
AlcOee,  (d"  Francestown  ;  charge,  by  Re\\  lie/.aleel  Smith,  of 
iMont  Vernon  ;  right  hand  (d"  iV  Uow  ship,  by  Re\ .  Leonard 
Tenney,  of  Jaffrey  ;  address  to  the  jjcople,  by  Rev.  AlbcrL 
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Manson,  of  Bennington.  In  his  letter  acee])ting  the  pasto- 
rate, ]\Ir.  (Jlaggett  said, — 

Beloved  Brethren  and  Friends :  The  invitation  extended  me 
through  your  committee  to  become  your  pastor  and  religious 
teacher  has  occupied  my  deliberations  until  the  i)resent  time.  The 
solemn  responsibilities  of  the  pastoral  office,  the  nature  of  tlie  field 
to  which  you  invite  me,  and  the  amount  of  labor  needed  there  dis- 
suade me  from  so  great  a  work.  But  when  I  consider  the  provi- 
dences which  introduced  me  to  your  acquaintance,  the  unanimity 
with  which  your  invitation  is  extended,  and  the  numerous  expres- 
sions of  kindness  I  have  received  from  you,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  the  Great  Head  of  the  church  bids  me  labor  among  you  in  tlie 
Gospel  ministry.  I  therefore  accept  the  call  you  have  given  me, 
hoping  that  He  who  lias  thus  far  seemed  to  lead  the  way  will  aid 
and  strengthen  me  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  in  your  place. 

^J'his  letter  shows  the  spirit  with  whieh  this  man  took  ii]) 
his  life-work,  and  it  was  eontinued  nnto  the  end.  He  was 
thoroughly  devoted  to  his  ealling,  and  was  eminently  ([ual- 
ified,  by  his  literary  attainments,  his  warm,  sympathetic 
nature,  and  his  entire  consecration,  to  do  a  noljle  \v(n-k  in 
his  Master's  service.  He  entered  heartily  into  every  inter- 
est of  the  town.  He  advocated  and  sustained  l^'ceums  and 
[)ublic  lectures  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  community,  and  was 
the  })rime  mover  in  establishing  the  Franklin  Library 
Association.  Kor  thirteen  years  he  served  as  superintend- 
ing school-comnuttee,  and  was  instrumental  in  greatly  rais- 
ing the  standard  of  scholarship  and  in  securing  new  and 
ini|)rove(l  schooldiouses.  lb;  cnt;ouiaged  the  schohirs  to 
continue  their  studies  beyond  the  connnon  school,  and  gave 
his  time,  cheerfully  and  without  compensation,  in  teaching 
them  in  i)reparation  for  academy  and  college. 

He  was  a  warm  friend  of  tlu.'  cause  (if  temperance  and  of 
the  oppressed  colored  race,  and  by  his  words  and  efforts 
greatly  stimulated  thcjse  who  went  forth  in  defence  of  the 
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Union.  lie  was  devoted  to  tlie  s])i ritual  interests  of  the 
wliole  town.  If  tlie  i)eoi)le  eoidd  not,  or  would  not,  eonie 
to  the  church,  he  was  read}',  with  much  bodily  discoud'ort, 
to  go  to  the  out-districts  and  hold  meetings.  His  labors 
were  not  in  vain.  Ninety  united  with  the  church  duiing 
his  pastorate,  and  many  of  the  young  people  were  trained 
in  mind  and  heart  for  fields  of  usetulness  in  tow  n  and  else- 
where. Through  his  inlluence  a  large  nundjcr  of  them 
attended  the  neighboring  academies,  and  several  entered 
U])on  a  i)rofcssional  life. 

His  interest  in  the  town  is  well  illustrated  in  these 
words  spoken  to  liis  peojde  near  the  close  of  his  ministry  : 

AVheii  I  first  eanie  anion<^-  you  1  tliou^lit  tliere  was  character 
licre,  and  I  found  I  was  not  mistaken.  It  was  niy  aim  to  inspire 
the  ])eo])le  with  self-reliance  and  self-respect,  with  the  conviction 
tliat  tiiey  could  do  something-  and  he  soniethiiiL;-  themselves,  and  so 
re<^ard  this  place  as  not  the  least  among-  tlie  ])rinces  of  Jiidali.  We 
have  had  common  schools  and  high  schools  worthy  of  commenda- 
tion ;  libraries  and  periodicals  have  not  heen  wanting- ;  fairs,  exlii- 
hitions,  and  lyceums  have  evinced  talent,  taste,  and  liberality  moi-e 
than  creditable.  Your  sons  and  daughters  have  accpiired  an  educa- 
tion, not  a  few  have  been  successful  teachers,  ani^  some  have 
entered  professional  life.  Lyndeborough  has  lived  not  foi  herself 
alone.  Her  influence,  though  not  made  conspicuous,  is  really  wide 
and  extensive.  And  now  can  you  regard  yt)ur  mission  as  accom- 
])lished  ?  Will  you  yicdd  to  discouiagcmients,  and  let  your  light, 
like  the  waning-  moon,  go  out?  You  are  not  ])re})ared  for  any  such 
thing-.  Yon  have  too  nuich  regard  for  old  Lyndeborough,  for  your- 
selves, and  for  the  cause  of  Christ  and  humanity.  If,  then,  you 
mean  to  live  and  thrive  and  maintain  your  standing,  you  must  be 
interested  and  earnest,  public-spirited  and  liberal. 

Mr.  Clao-oett  never  had  robust  health,  but  with  the  ex- 
ception  of  two  months,  after  liis  return  from  the  Christian 
Commission  iji  18G4,  he  was  always  able  to  attend  [)ublic 
worshi}),  and  administered  the  connnunion  on  every  occa- 
sion exce})t  as  above.    After  t\vcni\-tour  years  of  service 
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he  was  dismissed,  September  30,  1870.  IILs  saUirv  liad  In-eii 
ery  small,  but  with  tlie  help  of  some  i)iivate  income  he 
kept  the  ehiii-eh  from  seeking  Home  Missionary  aid.  A 
debt  of  four  liundred  dollars  wj(s  resting  iii)on  the  church 
at  the  time  of  his  ordination,  which  was  afterward  [)aid,  and 
a  l)ell  costing  three  hundred  dollars  was  [)rocured,  wdiich 
was  re[)laced  by  another  wdien  broken. 

Erastus  Baldwin  Claggett  was  born  in  New])()rt,  May  9, 
1815;  entered  Dartmouth  college,  but  did  not  graduate  on 
account  of  ill  health,  and  was  graduated  at  Andover  in  IH-1 1. 
After  his  pastorate  at  Lyndeborough  he  resided  for  a  time 
at  Nashua,  and  afterward  was  acting  jjastor  for  several 
years  at  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  whcie  he  died  May  lb,  1S7T. 

After  the  dismissal  of  Rev.  1>.  Claggett,  the  (diur^di 
was  supplied  for  several  years  by  pastors  without  instalUi- 
tion.  Rev.  George  Smith,  Rev.  Newton  I.  Jones,  liev. 
William  1^.  S.  Clark,  Rev.  Lynuin  F.  Rand,  and  Rev.  Lin- 
coln Harlow  served  in  that  ca[)acity. 

Rev.  Theo]jhihis  P.  Sawin  was  installed  November  '20, 
1878,  and  resigned  on  account  (jf  failing  health,  ^Vugust  14, 
1885.  He  was  not  dismissed  however,  and  died  in  ollice 
January  19,  1886. 

'rheo])hilus  l^arsons  Sawin,  son  of  Bela  and  liecca  (i>ai- 
ber)  Sawin,  was  born  in  Natick,  Mass.,  February  4, 
1817.  Studied  at  Phillips  academy,  and  took  a  theologii-al 
course  with  Rev.  Parsons  Cooke,  i).  1).,  of  Lynn.  He  was 
ordained  at  Saugus,  lALtss.,  xVpril  19,  1843,  and  dismissed 
April  20,  1848.  Installed  at  Harwich,  INLiss.,  ALuch, 
1850,  and  dismissed  March  11,  1851.  City  missionary 
at  Manchester,  1851  to  1850,  and  from  180(5  to 
1809.  Installed  at  liiookline,  December  11,  1850,  and  dis- 
niissed  May  18,  1800.  He  was  acting  [)astor  at  Revere, 
Mass.,  from  August,  1809,  to  April,  1874;  at  Middle- 
borough,  Ahiss.,  from  .January,  1875,  to  Deceud)er  1,  1S77. 
He  married,  January  1,  1838,  Martha,  daughter  of  I\ol)ert 
and  Phebe  (Mclntire)  ALison. 
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On  the  14tli  of  November,  1888,  Kev.  Alexander  C. 
Cliikls  Avas  installed  pastor  of  the  clmreli. 

During  the  history  of  the  eliureh  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
one  have  united  with  it,  and  (!leven  have  been  li(;ense(l  to 
preaeh  the  Gospel.    The  present  inend)ershi[)  is  sixty-two. 

Throughout  these  one  hundred  and  thirt^'-two  years  of 
its  history,  a  noble  work  has  been  (h)ne,  niaking  as  Uev. 
Mr.  Claggett  once  said,  ''Christian  men  and  women  for  the 
rest  of  the  world."  Its  representatives  or  tlieir  descendants 
are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  giving  [)roof  of 
the  solid  foundation  of  character  laid  by  the  faithful  and 
godly  ministei'S  who  have  served  this  church  throughout  its 
history. 

]{ArTisT  cmnujii. 

^Ilie  first  services  held  in  town  by  the  I>a[)tists  were  in 
1824,  under  a  large  elm  in  the  yard  of  iNfoses  P(;arsons,  a 
])lace  toward  the  west  ]jart  of  the  town  since  owned  by 
Miss  Anna  Fish.  William  and  Susan  Pearsons  were  then 
baptized  in  Rocky  river,  soutli  of  the  Crosby  place,  by  Rev. 
Joseph  r^Uiott,  of  New^  I})swich.  The  l>a}»tisl  church  was 
recognized  December  10,  1821),  and  consisted  of  twenty-one 
mend)ers,  who  brought  letters  from  Wilton  and  Mil  ford. 
David  Putnam  was  chosen  deacon,  and  Daniel  Cram,  clerk. 
'I'he  meetings  were  held  for  a  time  in  the  school-house,  and, 
wlien  shut  out  of  that,  in  tlie  grove  near  by.  The  meeting- 
house was  raised  in  1832.  Rev.  David  Burroughs  w^rites 
that  ^*  Ephraim  l^utnam  gave  tlie  lot  on  winch  to  buiUl, 
Miss  Ste[)lienson  the  timber  in  tlic  woods,  and  the  farmers 
turned  out  with  teams  to  draw  it;  Captain  Israel  Putnam 
gave  the  saw  bill,  and  I  was  one  who  gave  some  da^s  work 
with  the  axe."  Thus  the  structure  came  into  shape  and 
})osition,  though  for  several  years  it  was  occu[)ie(l  in  an 
unfinished  condition  for  lack  of  means  to  comi)lete  it. 

The  pastoiates  have  been  nuiny  and  brief.  Kev.  Charles 
Cummings  was  among  the  lirst.    iJev.  John  Woodbury  and 
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Joseph  Sargent  served  one  year  eacli.  Tliere  have  l^eeii 
long  l)ast()rl('ss  intervals,  when  tlie  cliurch  had  such  sii[)|)lies 
as  were  availal)le,  some  of  them  excelhnjt  men  whose  labors 
God  richly  blessed.  But  often  no  one  could  be  obtained, 
and  then  sermons  were  read,  or  a  [)rayer-meeting  held. 
Among  the  su[)plies  of  the  church  nia\'  be  mentioned  Revs. 
John  Atwood,  Jolni  Peacock,  Asa[)h  Merriam,  Miles  Jiron- 
son.  and  J.  C.  Foster. 

In  1850,  Rev.  David  P.  French  became  |)astor,  and  served 
the  church  one  year.  In  1854,  Rev.  F.  J.  Fmery  began  a 
pastorate  of  three  years,  the  longest  to  tliat  time.  Since 
1858,  the  following  have  been  [)astors  :  Revs.  Jose[)h  P. 
:Mitchell,  F.  J.  Whittemore,  S.  P.  JMacoiuber,  W.  li.  War- 
ner, II.  G.  Hubbard,  G.  P.  Suuth,  and  the  present  pastor, 
D.  Donovan. 

The  church  has  given  licenses  to  ])rcach  to  four  members, 
— David  P>urr()ughs,  David  P.  French,  Daniel  Putnam,  and 
elason  Putnam.  Two  of  its  present  mend)ers  ai'e  looking 
forward  to  the  ministry.  During  the  present  pastorate  the 
divine  blessing  has  been  granted;  the  house  of  worship 
has  been  reseated  and  repaired;  twelve  have  been  baptized 
into  the  niendjershi[),  and  several  have  been  received  by 
letter,  some  of  whom,  having  the  ability,  have  given  very 
liberally  towards  the  support  of  the  church.  It  had  for 
many  ye-di'n  been  aided  l)y  the  state  conveidion  in  the  sup- 
})ort  of  its  ])astor,  but,  througli  divine  favor,  it  is  now  a 
self-su})})orting  body. 

riiOFESSION AL  M EN. 

There  is  onl}^  time  to  enumerate  the  [)rofessional  men  of 
the  town,  and  natives  who  have  luddo  a  record  elsewhere. 
The  list  is  incomi)lete,  but  enough  ;ir(i  given  to  show  that 
Lyndeborough  has  sent  out  her  share  of  tlie  hiading  men  of 
the  country. 

Of  the  physicians  in  town,  Di'.  Fi'inan  is  mentiouc'd  very 
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early  in  the  traiist'er  of  real  estate,  but  nothing  farther  is 
known  of  hini.  Tlie  same  is  true  of  Dr.  Daniel  Russell, 
but  as  he  owned  pr()[)erty  near  l^eter  Jvussell  who  eanie  to 
town  from  jNlerrimaek,  the  doetor  iiua}'  liave  been  his  son. 

Dr.  lienjamin  J(jnes,  the  ancestor  of  the  other  prominent 
families  of  ihi\i  name  who  lived  in  town,  bought  lot  ()7, 
May  5,  1774,  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  where  Mr.  Jos- 
lyn  lives,  and  occupied  it  for  a  long  time,  lie  afterwards 
built  where  George  S[)al(ling  lives,  and  died  there  Januar}' 
12,  181!). 

Dr.  Daniel  Wardwell,  son  of  Solomon  and  Bethiah  Ward- 
well,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  was  born  in  Iltdlis,  January  11, 
1784,  and  married,  181G,  Sarah  Osgood,  ot'  North  Andover, 
Mass.  lie  [jractised  in  town  from  181()  to  1821  or  '22, 
and  lived  in  the  parsonage  with  Kev.  N.  Merrill,  lie  after- 
wards removed  to  Andover,  where  he  died. 

Dr.  Nathan  Jones,  son  of  Di'.  licnjamin,  w^as  settled  in 
town  from  1828  to  1834,  and  then  lemoved  to  Wenham, 
Mass. 

Dr.  Israel  Herrick,  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Molt)  Her- 
rick,  was  born  July  9,  1794,  and  died  February  18,  18tiG. 
He  began  practice  in  town  February  19, 1821,  and  remained 
seven  years;  then,  after  an  absence  ot"  six:  3'ears,  he  returned 
through  the  inlluence  of  liev.  Mr.  Meriill,  and  continued 
in  practice  the  remainder  ot"  his  life.  44iere  is  much  that 
ought  to  be  said  concerning  his  life  and  inliuence  in  town, 
but  there  is  no  time  now  tor  eulogy. 

Dr.  William  A.  Jones  practised  in  town  for  many  years, 
and  died  in  Wilton,  J)ecend)er  18,  188U. 

Dr.  Moses  Atwood  and  Dr.  Aaron  Hardy  Atwood  prac- 
tised in  North  Lyndeborough  for  a  time. 

It  is  said  that  only  one  lawyer  ever  tried  to  make  a  liv- 
ing in  Lyndeborough,  and  he  found  the  [)eople  so  peaceable 
and  law-abiiling  that  he  gave  n\)  his  profession  and  devoted 
himself  to  the  manufacture  of  wooden  measures,  in  which 
he  was  very  successful. 
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Of  the  lawyers  who  were  natives  of  the  town,  five  names 
have  been  fouiul, — Nathaniel,  son  of  Rev.  Natlianiel  j\Ier- 
rill,  Walcott,  N.  Y. ;  Peter,  son  of  Peter  and  Jane  (Aiken) 
Clark,  l3orn  April  29,  1810,  and  died  at  Nashua,  May  29, 
1841;  Alfred  Byron,  son  of  Edward  Page  and  Mary 
(Dodge)  Spalding,  born  August  16,  1819,  died  Novend)er  9, 
1881;  Fred  S.,  son  of  Charles  G.  and  Elizabeth  (llLanehard) 
Match,  born  March  5, 1859,  and  residing  in  Earned,  Kansas; 
and  William  Henry  Grant,  who  is  with  us  to-(hiy  and  will 
speak  for  himself. 

The  names  of  twenty  physicians  have  been  found  who 
were  natives  of  tlie  town,  all  of  whom  have  made  a  good 
record  in  their  profession.  Only  their  names  and  i)lace  of 
service  can  now  be  given.  Nathan  Jones,  Weidiam,  j\lass; 
Jacob  Butler,  Maine,  N.  Y.;  Nehemiali  Rand,  Nelson; 
I'-mjamin  F.  Hadley,  Jasper,  N.  Y. ;  Willard  Parker,  New 
York  cit}',  one  of  the  most  distinguislied  physicians  in  the 
country;  Aaron  Hardy  Atwood,  Richmond,  Va. ;  diaries 
P.  French,  Denver,  Col.;  William  A.  Jones,  alread}^  men- 
tioned; Harvey  G.  Mclntire,  Concord;  E.  Joseph  Donnell, 
Stockton,  Kan.;  William  T.  Donnell,  Dakota;  Surgeon- 
(Jeneral  Alfred  F.  Holt,  Cand)ri(lge,  ]\hiss.;  J.  Newton 
Butku',  Eempster;  Ste[)lien  \V.  Goodrich,  New  York  city; 
J.Milton  Rand,  Newark,  N.  J. ;  Henry  E.Spalding,  l>os- 
ton,  Mass.;  Henry  W.  Boutwell,  Manchester;  Herbert  B. 
McFntire,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  George  G.  P^rench,  Lake  For- 
est, 111.;  George  W.  Hatch,  Wilton. 

So  far  as  known,  eighteen  mitives  of  the  town  have  stud- 
ied for  tlie  ministry,  tliirteen  ('ongregational  and  six  Bap- 
tist, and  all  but  three  had  years  of  service.  Only  the 
bi'iefest  mention  can  be  made  of  them  : 

CONGUEG  AT  ION  A  L . 

AVilliam,  son  of  Ebenezer  Hutcliinson,  })()]'n  April  4, 
1791;  died  April  20,  1842.  Preached  in  Phdnlicld,  and 
other  places  in  New  Hampshire. 
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Benjamin  F.,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Barron)  (Uark, 
born  February  23,  1808;  died  Alay  1879.  Pastor  at 
North  Chelmsford,  Mass.  ^ 

William  Clark,  brother  of  B.  F.,  born  January  81,  1791; 
died  June  25,  1853.  Pastor  for  many  years  of  Presby- 
terian church,  Carlisle,  N.  Y. 

Ira  H.,  son  of  Eleazer  and  Rachel  (Houston)  Wood- 
ward, born  June  15,  1811 ;  died  January,  1830,  before 
entering-  the  ministry. 

James  Boutwell,  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Elizabeth  (Jones) 
Boutwell,  barn  May  14,  1814;  died  at  Sanbornton,  April 
21,  1865.    Pastor  at  Brentwood  and  Sanbornton. 

Charles  AVhiting,  son  of  Oliver  and  Hannah  (Marshall) 
Whiting,  born  July  25,  1813;  died  at  Fayetteville,  Xi., 
May  5,  1855.    Pastor  at  Wilton  seven  years. 

James  11.  Merrill,  son  of  liev.  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth 
(Carj)enter)  Merrill,  born  October  1814;  died  October 
28,  1886.    Pastor  at  Montague  and  Andover,  jVIass. 

Ethan  Allen  Hadley,  son  of  Joshua  and  i^etsey  (Will- 
iams) ILulley,  born  Novend)er  13,  1809.  Preached  in  Jas- 
per, N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Dix,  N.  Y.,  Apiil  24,  1867. 

David  F.  Palmer,  son  of  Asa  and  Mar}^  (Fletcher)  Pal- 
mer, born  in  Pelham,  February  27,  1809,  but  grew  u[)  in 
Lyndeborough.  Pastor  of  Royal  Oak  Presbyterian  church, 
Mai'ion,  Va.,  twent3^-fo\ir  years,  and  died  June  30,  18(38, 

BAPTIST. 

David  P.  i^'rench,  son  of  Isaac  P.  and  C'larissa  (Ihiriu's) 
b'rench,  born  February  1,  1817;  died  at  Nashville,  JU., 
Ai)ril  29,  1886.    Pastor  in  New  Hampshire  and  Illinois. 

Eben  E.  Gardner  was  brought  up  by  Deacon  David  Put- 
nam, and  i)reachea  in  Trunumsburg,  N.  Y. 

Jason,  son  of  Deacon  David  and  Tryphena  (JUitler)  Put- 
nam, born  Novend)er  25,  1817;  died  May  18,  1841,  l)eforo 
entering  the  ministry. 

Rev.  David  lUirroughs,  son  of  Asa  and  Sarah  (Butler) 
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Burroughs,  was  born  August  11,  l8lO,  and  has  entered 
upon  the  liftj^-seventli  year  of  ministerial  service ;  is  now 
hiboriug  in  Cincinnatus,  N.  Y.  -t-, 

Tliere  are  also  four^  Congregational  ministers  living, — 
Kev.  William  T.  Boutwell,  Saint  Paul,  Minn.;  llev.  John 
Jones,  Colorado  Springs,  Col.;  Kev.  Samuel  J.  Spalding, 
D.D.,  of  Newburyport,  Mass.;  and,  lastly,  the  speaker, 
who  by  his  long  address  has  already  reminded  you  of  Ten- 
nyson's words  about  the  brook, — 

Men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 
But  he  goes  on  forever." 

ADDENDA. 

Rev.  John  Jones,  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Jiichardson) 
Jones,  was  born  September  8,  1812,  and  was  graduated 
from  Dartmouth  in  1834.  He  taught  the  next  3'^ear  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  was  graduated  at  xVndover  in  1888. 
He  was  ordained  at  C'hittenden,  Vt.,  July  1,  1841,  and  was 
])astor  until  1844.  Then  agent  of  New  Hampshire  Bible 
Society  from  1844  to  184(5;  teacher  at  Sandusky,  ().,  1848 
to  1852';  acting  pastor  at  Danville,  Ind.,  and  lOarlville, 
111.,  1853  to  1855 ;  agent  of  American  Bible  Society,  Illi- 
nois, 1855  to  1862.  Resided  at  Meriden,  111.,  and  Colorado 
Springs,  wliere  he  died  in  August,  1889. 

Rev.  AVilliam  Thurston  Boutwell,  son  of  Nehcmiah  and 
Elizabeth  (Jones)  Boutwell,  was  born  February  4,  1803. 
Prepared  for  college  at  Hancock  and  Exeter  academies, 
and  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1828  and  at  Andover 
in  1831.  Ordained  at  Woburn,  Mass.,  June  7,  1831,  he 
was  sent  by  the  American  Board  as  a  missionaiy  to  the 
Objibway  Indians  at  jNlackhiaw  and  other  places  about 
Lake  Superior,  where  he  labored  until  1845.   After  that  he 

»  1  Since  Uiis  address  was  prcijurcd,  Kev.  W.  T.  Uoutwi'll,  llev.  .Tolin  Jones,  :iud  Sin- 

goon-(;(;neral  Holt  liuvc  died,  brief  slietciie-s  of  wliuiii  are  added. 
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resided  at  Stillwater,  Minn.  He  was  a  pioneer  home  mis- 
sionary in  that  state,  preaching  th^  first  sermon  at  Still- 
water and  at  Saint  Paul,  in  which  places  he  sustained 
l)reaching  services  for  several  years.  He  died  October 
11,  1890. 

General  Alfred  F.  Holt,  the  son  of  Dayid  and  Ann 
(Cochran)  Holt,  was  born  December  10,  1838.  Studied 
at  Ap]jleton  academy,  Mont  Vernon,  at  Harvard  Medical 
College,  and  at  the  University  of  Vermont,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  M.D.,  June,  1860.  He  began  pi-actice  the  same 
year  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  Ajnil  16,  1861,  he  joined,  as  a 
private,  the  hrst  company  of  volunteers  organized  for  the 
war;  was  soon  appointed  hospital  stewaid,  aud  in  Decem- 
ber of  the  same  year  was  made  assistant  surgeon  of  the 
'riiirlieth  Massachusetts  Iveginujut.  In  186:^  he  was  pro- 
moted to  surgeon  of  the  First  Texas  Cavalry,  with  which 
he  served  until  December,  1863,  when  he  left  the  medical 
department  and  was  commissioned  major,  and,  later,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  same  regiment,  serving  in  this  ca})ac- 
ity  to  the  close  of  the  war.  During  this  time  he  partici- 
pated in  nearly  all  the  battles  and  campaigns  of  the  De- 
})artment  of  the  Gulf.  He  at  once  resumed  })ractice  at 
Cambridge,  and  in  July,  1879,  was  appointed  medical 
examiner,  and  in  January,  1884,  surgeon-general  of  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer  Militia,  with  rank  of  brigadier-general. 
I'hese  positions  he  ably  filled,  in  a  nuinner  accei)table  to 
all.  He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  the  Cand)ridge 
Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  the  American  Associa- 
tion for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  the  Loyal  Legion, 
and  the  (h-and  Army  of  the  Ue})ublic.  He  stood  high  in 
his  profession,  and  was  celebrated  as  a  microscopist,  hav- 
ing been  for  many  years  an  authority  in  the  study  of  nu)r- 
bid  anatomy.  He  died  at  Martin,  Fla.,  whitiier  he  had 
gone  for  his  health,  l)eccnd)er  1890. 
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